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Crisfield Times ANnES

' CRISFIELD - Four years ago,
' they held “the Great Airport
Adventure at the Crisfield-Somerset

Airport which was attended by

over 800 Scouts representing 4 Dis-
tricts. With numerous requests and
4 years of new scouts, they are
going to do it again on Sept. 18, this
time promising to be bigger and

better. The following is the prelimi-
nary line-up. Grand Opening with

' special county and city officials,

and the following demonstration
participants: Somerset County
Emergency Management person-
nel, Fire Departments from
Crisfield, Marion, Pocomoke,
Princess Anne, Deal Island, and
Fairmount. Air Crash-Rescue from
NASA, Wallops, The Dive-Rescue
Team from Ocean City, and The
Search and Rescye Unit of the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard, There will
be a unit of the Emergency Disaster
and Triage Group from McCready
Memorial Hospital, as wel| as EMS

.y Units from Crisfield, Pocomoke,”
* and Princess Anne. Police Emer-

gency Services wil] be represented
by Crisfield, Pocomoke, and
Princess Anne Police Departments,
Somerset and Worcester County
Sheriff’s Departments, Maryland

L]

o

Crisfield Sc&ﬁfé presents ‘The Ty

State Police, and the Department of Scouts, Cubs, Venture, etc., as well

Natural Resources. The other guest
demonstrators include- The Civil
Air Patrol, The original “Crash
Dummies”, and Smokey the Bear.
Chosen Generation and other
entertainment will also be provid-
ed. '

Special events include a two car
Crash / extrication, and a run-way
foaming, Medivac Helicopter,
SWAT Command Bus, and Reality
Bus.

On Saturday night entertain-
ment at the campfire, a live rock
band followed by a country band.
On Sunday morning there will be a
fly-in by the East Coast F lying Asso-
ciation with some stunt flying. After
all planes have landed, youth will
be allowed to visit various aircraft
close up,

There is lots of cam ping space;
toilets and water will be supplied.
Vendors will be on site all weekend
for drinks, snacks, Pizza, hot dogs,
burgers, and fries, Bring firewood
for evening fire and plan to cook on
stoves or grills. There will be Space
available for scouts families and
siblings to camp as well with plenty
of parking available.

This event is open to all mem-
bers of Scouting, including Boy

as Girl Scouts, Brownies, etc. and
the general public. Cost $3 at
entrance. I Pl
' For more information call Tere-
sa (Terry) Shallcross, event chair-

D

LS N e e

Airport A

N T e e AR

venture

man, at (410) 968-0965. Remen
ber this is not sit and waltch, for t+
most part these are all hands-o
demos and training sessions, wit
"Mmore being added on'as they g
confirmations.
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TheWBALChannel.com

Foundations Deliver Automatic Defibrillators To
Fire Departments

Two Groups Combine Efforts, Accelerate Delivery Program

PROVIDENCE, Md. -- Thanks to the Save-A-Heart and the Bearman foundations,
more rescue crews will have automatic defibrillators.

The groups are teaming up Thursday night to deliver the AEDs to eight of
Baltimore County's volunteer fire departments, as listed below.

North Point-Edgemere Volunteer Fire Co.
Reisterstown Volunteer Fire Co.

Butler Volunteer Fire Co.

Hereford Volunteer Ambulance Co.
Middle River Volunteer Fire Co.
Lutherville Volunteer Fire Co.

Arcadia Volunteer Fire Co.

Hereford Volunteer Fire Co.

It's all a part of their ongoing program to equip all 33 fire companies in the
county.

In May, the Save-A-Heart Foundation announced a two-year, $60,000 program to
supply AEDs to all of the county's volunteer companies. Now, thanks to the
combined efforts with Bearman, the program has been accelerated from two years
to one year, according to a Save-A-Heart representative.

AEDs help emergency crews save the lives of patients in cardiac arrest by
providing electrical current to stimulate the heart.

Stay with TheWBALChannel.com and WBAL-TV 11 News for the latest
news updates.

Previous Stories:

o April 2, 2004: Group Equips Baltimore Co. Fire Departments With
Defibrillators

httn:/farww thewhalechannel com/mrint/3702003/detail html12use=nrint 9/2/2004
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Service
station
requests
personnel

By ERIN CUNNINGHAM &% ]33

News-Post Staff
ecunningham@fredericknewspost.com

EMMITSBURG — Emmits-
burg Mayor Jim Hoover said
town commissioners last week
placed economics above
human life.

With Emmitsburg Volun-
teer Ambulance Cos failure
rate at a four-year high of
more than 30 percent, compa-
ny members decided to ask
Frederick County commis-
sioners for help, he said. The
company made. a request for
career personnel to occupy the
station 12 hours a day, five
days each week.

A failure rate is defined as
not making it out of the build-
ing within eight minutes, said
Chief Bob Rosensteel Jr. with
Vigilant Hose Co.

If the county provides
career service employees,
Emmitsburg will be placed in
a fire tax district for the first
time. The town is the last in
the county to have a fire tax,

_ Despite Mr. Hoover’s oppo-
sition, town commissioners
voted to set a fire tax rate of
6.5 cents per $100 of assessed
property value, which would
guarantee paid personnel in
the station 12 hours each day,
five days a week.

_ “I think that’s the wrong
direction,” he said.

Mr. Hoover advocated a
rate of 13.5 cents, and said the
station needs 24-hour a day
coverage, seven days a week.

“I'd rather start out in the
best interest of public safety,”
he said. ’

Chief Rosensteel agrees
and said the ambulance com-
pany’s failure rate has been a
community issue for about 10
years.

“It's a public safety emer-
gency .. with extreme fail
rates that have never been
seen this high in the county
before,” he said.

The volunteer ambulance
company has responded to
emergency calls since 1946
without paid personnel, and
Mr. Hoover said that should be
commended.

“They've lasted longer
than other organizations in
Frederick,” he said. “But [
don’t want to be the guy with a
heart attack sitting at home
and waiting for an ambu-
lance.”

Chief Rosensteel said the
problem was recognized but
the total problem has not been
addressed.

Ambulance company offi- i
cials said they require career '

personnel 12 hours a day, Mon-
day through Friday, but failed
calls are split evenly between
daytime hours, evenings and
weekends.

Joe Pelkey, Emmitsburg
Volunteer Ambulance Co.
president, said hiring person-
nel for 12 hours a day will be a
start.

“We saw a problem and we
went and asked for help,” he
said. “We thought with this
the (volunteers) could concen-
trate more on nights and
weekends.”

Mr. Pelkey said everyone
wants to serve the community
and “have an ambulance get
out the door.”

A list of active ambulance
company volunteers lists only
three active EMTSs, and a job

(See STATION A6) \\




Station: Personnel request

(Continued from A-5) !
change will soon make one of
them inactive, Mr. Hoover said.
Chief Jeanette McGuire, who said
she was unable to talk about the
company's failure rates because
of her recent suspension, will
soon be on the inactive list
because of a full-time job.

Mr. Pelkey said her suspension
is not related to the failure rates.

“She was brought in front of
the board to explain some of her
actions that she has been doing,”

e T e e o e AT

he said. “She would not explain
them and was unwilling to work
with membership.”

Mr. Pelkey could not comment
on the specifics of her suspen-
sion.

Frederick County Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Association is
presenting its request to Freder-
ick County Board of Commission-
ers today.

“They are going fo.have to.do
something soon,” Mr. - Hoover

said. Ly
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Injury at rescue squad sparks

safety inquiry in Laurel
by Guy Leonard - T o
Staff Writer

The Prince George’s_ County
Fire/EMS Department is initiating
an investigation at the Laurel Volyun-
teer Rescue Squad following an ac-
cident involving one of its volun-
teers.

Mark Brady, a spokesman for the
fire/EMS department, said a
teenaged volunteer who was be-
hind a rescue pumper as it was
backing up into the squad's bay had
an arm get caught between the vehi-
cle and a “fixed object.”

Brady said the arm injury re-
quired surgery and the volunteer
was hospitalized but later re-
leased.

“Anytime we have a member in-
jured, it's serious,” Brady said. “It
seemed that everything [safety pro-
tocols] were in place. They were in
the process of being told to stop
when the injury occurred, but |
don't know if the driver knew to

"'

stop. '

Richard Sien, chair of the rescue
squad’s board of directors, said he
could not release the name of the
volunteer involved in the accident
because of confidentiality consider-
ations.

Sien said the squad’s new
pumper has a remote controlled
warning claxon that allows a volun-
teer to activate warning sounds as
the vehicle is being backed up.

Sien said, however, that he did
not know if the claxon being used
during the accident.

A safe attitude when operating
equipment, Sien said, was some-
thing all volunteers have to keep in
mind while on duty.

“It’'s something we always try to
reinforce,” Sien said.

Backing up fire and rescue vehi-
cles creates the potential for acci-
dents, Brady said.

E-mail  Guy  Leonard . at

gleonard@gazette net.
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Slice of Life -
Instructor on fire for service

By ERIN CUNNINGHAM Q1) 73
News-Post Staff -

ecunningham@fredericknewspost.com

THURMONT — Judy White
has remained involved in
-every aspect of volunteer fire
service in Thurmont for more
than 20 years, but she is the
first to say she does not do it
alone,

“One person cannot do it
alone,” she said. “Not a
chance.”

Ms. White, a firefighter and

em%wi@mm
was the first female fire

instructor in the state when
she began teaching basic fire-
fighting for the University of
Maryland Fire and Rescue
Institute 21 years ago. Her hus-
band, Smiley, also is an

o

Staff photo by Doug Koontz

Judy White Is a volunteer firefighter/EMT in Thurmont and for 21
years has been an Instructor at the University of Maryland Fire
and Rescue Institute.

instructor.
Ms. White is trained in haz- Thurmont Elementary (LOSAP) chairwoman for the
ardous materials operations School has opened its doors company and is the fire pre-

and is a nationally certified

and classrooms to Ms. White, vention chairwoman.

public fire and life safety edu-
cator. She has been involved in
public fire safety education for
25 years, and teaches children

who said she teaches children
about fire safety during physi-
cal education classes.

“It gives us the opportunity

Although she still responds
to emergency calls as a mem-
ber of the fire company and
Thurmont Ambulance Co., she

of all ages.

“You certainly want to
start with some of the basic
skills like learning what an
alarm sounds like,” she said.
“You can take the idea of the
school fire drill and do a fire
drill at home.”

said with her other commit-
ments, free time to cover a
shift is scarce.

“Itry to sign up at the
ambulance company for a
time, but my weekends are

to have the students for 40
minutes,” she said.

She has been a volunteer
firefighter/EMT for about 24
years, and a life member at
Guardian Hose Co. since 1997.
She also serves as the Length

of Service Awards Program (See INSTRUCTOR A-6)

ri

L ] L ] L ]
Instructor: On fire for service in Thurmont
v
(Continued from A-5) County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association.

Ms. White taught piano before she took
an interest in fire and rescue. She then
began teaching CPR and first aid.

“It just kind of evalved.” she said. "When
[ met my husband he was an active volun-

teer ... and I've always been involved in
teaching.”

The list of Ms. White's commitments
Zoes as far as the state level. where she was
a member of and a chairwoman of a fire pre-
vention committee.

pretty busy,” Ms, White said. “I'm trying to

stand by or sign up for a Saturday morning.”
She also is Thurmont Ambulance Co.'s trea-

surer and second vice president of the Frederick
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County fire service
drops paramedic
requirement for recruits

BY PENNY COLSTON — . =

Howard County Fire and Rescue
Services Chief Joseph Herr has a
two-pronged goal for the depan-
ment's upcoming recruitment class
— aftract more recruits and, specifi-
cally, women and minorities.

To that end, Herr is scrapping a
policy he instituted last year to boost
the number of county firefighter
recruits who are trained paramedics.

With 15 openings to fill, and hop-
Ing to atract better-trained recruits
for more complicated on-the-scene
tasks, Herr last year offered the
department’s annual recruitment test
only to certified paramedics,

The plan backfired when fewer
than 50 recruits took the test and only
five passed the entire recruitment
process,

““When we made the decision only

' o test people with the (paramedic)

skill set, we assumed a couple hun-
dred would come in," he said. “We
didn’t realize how drastically the
numbers had

This year finds Herr returning to
the traditional policy of offering the
test to anyone with a valid identifi-

e ———

cation who will be I8 or older in Jan-
uary 2005.

In 2002, more than 500 applicants
took the test and about 20 passed.
Herr — who still must £ill 10 open-
ings and expects another 10 to
become vacant in April 2005
hopes to see a similar number show
up for this year's recruitment test.

The tests, open to anyone, includ-
Ing non-coyaty residents and non-cit-
izens, are et for Sept. 14, 17 and 18
at Howarti Community College.

One of the goals is to hire more
women and minorities, Herr said.

“We would like our work force to
more reflect the diversity in our
county,” he said. “When we opened
the test last year to only paramedics,
we had paramedics, but there was
very little diversity.”

Currently, 28 percent of county
firefighters are women or minorities.
Just under half of county residents are
male, and 74.3 percent are white,
according to 2000 data from the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Paramedics overworked
Although 4l county firefighters
are » Medical Technicians,

STAFF PHOTD BY FRANCIS GARDUER

Howard County Fire Chief Joseph Herr is trying to solve long- and short-term department goals by opening
the firefighter recruitment test to a wider pool of candidates,

not all are paramedics certified by the
National Registry of Emergency
Medical Technicians and Paramedics.

Richard L. Ruehl, president of
Local 2000, the county firefighters
union, said the county needs more
paramedics. Howard employs 75 cer-
tified paramedics on a staff of 297
volunteer and career firefighters.

“The paramedics we do have are
all good paramedics,” Ruehl said.

The shortage, however, means they
are overworked and underpaid, he
added. The workload has “a tenden-
€y to wear them down or bum them
out more quickly,” Ruehl said.

The union does not object to Herr
opening up the recruitment test 1o
non-paramedics as long as Iraining
more recruits (o become certified par-
amedics remains one of the chief's
goals, he added

Herr and others said a shortage of
paramedics exists statewide. The
dearth. they said. likely 15 rooted in
the increasingly complex demands of
firefighters. who must undergo
lengthy truning 1o camy out compl

vated. on-the-scene medical proce-
fures

Because firefighting work iy fow
more medical re. Howard no

long s recruis 1o hecome para-

medies. Instead. recrants receive the

hulk of their 1y

Tom i two-veur
COMMUNITY college program consisi-

ing ot science and medicine courses

“When you evaluate the paramed-
ic cumiculum, it's very competitive,
it's very challenging,” Herr said. “It
has a lot in common with the curric-
ulum for a nursing degree. "

While paramedics will automati-
cally have a running start in this
year's batch of applicants, they will
not be immune to being overlooked in
favor of candidates who outperform
them in any of four other stages of
testing, fire and rescue department
spokesman Bill Mould said.

High cost of training

Recruiting non-paramedics comes
at a price: It costs the county
5120.000 to train a recruit to
become a centified paramedic. The
amount includes community col-
lege tuition. salary and benefirs.

The staring salary for county
firefighters without paramedic cer-
ufication 1s $34.200. A recruit who
15 4 certified paramedic receives a
starting salary of $37.740, Herr
sand

Herr sad the cosis the deparn-
ment shoulders by hiring non-pard-

the lire
saving shalls of firetivhters who are
ot paramedices, In addition, the

county school svstem offers 4 cur-
nculum wmed w triming students

to become paramedics. Now in its
second year, the “Paramedic Path-
ways"” program recruits high school
Juniors who have an interest in fire-
fighting as a career.

The county pays for the students
in their senior year to take the 12
community college credits neces-
sary to become centified paramed-
ics. A combination of state grants
and county money pays for the two-
¥ear program, which costs the
county less than $1,300 per student.

The students are not bound to
become firefighters once they grad-
uate, or to join the county fire
department. But Howard County
benefits nonetheless, Herr said.

“Some of the graduates may
decide that they want to go on to do
something else.” he said. “But
we'll stll have that skill set here,
And there's the chance the gradu-
ates might want 10 contribute
through one of our volunteer ser-
vices.”

The high school program will
eraduate its first class in summer
2005. Nine of the 11 students who
will graduate in next vear’s class are
women, a member of an ethnic
minonty, ur hoth

The class set 1 eraduate m 2006
has 22 swdents. 12 of whom fall
nto those categories.

E-mail Penny Colston at peols-
fonda parient com

hitp.//'www columbiaflier.com
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County radios

getting upgrade

Daily Banner S 5

CAMBRIDGE - Dorchester
County is working in partner-
ship with Motorola, Inc. and its
subcontractors to install a new
800 MHz radio system to
enhance the communications
abilities of law enforcement,
fire and Emergency Medical
Services providers by providing
for interoperability with other
jurisdictions on the Eastern
Shore.

Two-way Public Safety
radios have now been
installed, according to an
update provided by the county
council. Training and cross-
training of the communica-
tions specialists at the 911 Cen-
ter is now underway and will
continue throughout Septem-
ber, October and November.
Optimization of the Trappe and
Vienna tower sites is now com-
plete, the statement said.

The county is working with

the state to facilitate the instal
lation of a 450-foot, self-sup-
porting tower in Bucktown
which is expected to be com:
pleted by the first week of thi
month. The State of Marylanc
Institute for Emergency Med:
ical Services Systems is funding
the entire tower cost ol
$480,000 as a part of its com
mitment to enhancing public
safety in Dorchester County.

Motorola, Inc. has sched:
uled the installation of the
antennas for the new 800 MHz
communications system dur-
ing the second week in Sep-
tember and full optimization ol
the communications system
which includes testing of the
Bucktown Tower site is sched:
uled for the third and fourth
weeks of September.

During the first week ol
November, the console equip-
ment for the 911 Center wil

See ios— Page 2
See Radios— Page 2

Radios

Continued From Page 1

begin. Near the end of November,
public safety, fire, emergency
medical services and local gov-
ernment users will receive train-
ing on how to use the communi-
cations systermn.

Pre-acceptance testing and
change over to the new system is
planned to occur in November
and the final acceptance of the
new Motorola system is planned
for December.

“The Dorchester Cou
Council is confident that this
communications system will
an asset to Dorchester County
enhancing the response capal
ties of all emergency sern
providers,” the statement s,
“The County Council is v
appreciative of the efforts of cc
ty staff including Public Sa
Director Steve Williams, as we
representatives from Motor
Inc. who are working diligentl
see that this system is implem
ed expeditiously.”

Post your views on this is
at newsblog.info/0601.
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'Ambulance change off to smooth start

firefighters arrived as part of Emmitsburg Volun-
teer Ambulance Co.. they had yet to receive a call for
service. o=

But Chief Bob Rosensteel Jr. of Vigilant Hose Co.
— where the career firefighters are working from, as
opposed to the ambulance station — said the pace
helped make the transition as smooth as possible.

“It helped give us time to get everyone settled in,”
he said.

Frederick County Commissioners voted Thurs-
day to move career personnel into Vigilant 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, to aid the struggling ambu-
lance company that had failure rates as high as 30
percent.

A failed call is defined as not making it out of the

EMMITSBURG — Twenty-two hours after'ca edd r\’building within eight minutes.

Ambulance company volunteers are still
responding to second due calls, calls that volunteers
will respond to if career personnel are not available.
And the station is open for bingo and other fund-
raisers, according to Jamie Eyler, company vice pres-
ident.

“We're making sure we have a smooth transi-
tion,” said Chip Jewell, director of Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Services. “Everyone’s really going to
extremes to cooperate and make sure everything
goes well."

Career personnel were in place Thursday six
hours after commissioners voted to provide funds for

the positions.
— Erin Cunningham
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Rescue fleet to gain
from ambulance fee

Duncan proposes
$350 charge with
series of exemptions

by Douglas Tallman
Staff Writer

In an effort to find money to re-
air an aging fleet of emergency ve-
icles, Countv Executive Douglas

M. Duncan (D) has proposed a $330
fee for ambulance transports.

Administration officials expect the
tee to generate $4 million this fiscal
vear and between $8 million and $10
million the next. Because Medicaid,
Medicare and insurance carriers offer
coverage of emergency transports,
they said, the fee will not require res-
idents to pav much out of pocket.

Countv officials have said nearly
half of the countv’s fire and rescue
vehicles have been serving for a
decade and many are nearing the
end of their useful life.

“1 don’t like ambulance fees.
However, [ don't know there’s a bet-
ter alternative to raise %6 [million] to
57 million a ycar we need to replace
apparatus,” said Councilman Philip
M. Andrews (D-Dist. 3) of Gaithers-
burg.

Duncan’s proposal is included in
a bill before the council that would
authorize the creation of the fee. The
amount of the fee — which would
take effect Jan. 1 — is included in an
executive regulation.

Fire Admunistrator Gordon Al
Aovagi said the proposal earmarks
the monev for replacement vehicles
and new equipment to create a ready
reserve flect. The monev also would
pav tor the medical supplies used by
emergency medical personnel.

No oone would be denied emer-
gency medical services, and insur-
ance questions would not be asked
on Y-1-1 calls, he sard

“We certamly don’t want to cre-
ate a svstem that asks people to
think about whether thev can pay
for it before thev call an ambu-

lance,” =aid Council President
Steven A Silverman (DAt L) on
Silver spring

The fee could be swanved 1t rami-

voIndome B ey S Perfent of

the metropols rea moedan -
comue That translates iy 530700
vear bor g '.l:‘.'li"- Ot Fobr B0 ovaih-

ple: The threstold ror § singie ver-

son would be 30 percent of the met-
ropolitan area median income, or
42,700 a vear

Fleven percent of the money
would be returned to the fire com-
pany that transported the patient,
and must be used for the same pur-
poses as the county would use it,
Aovagl said.

The fee had been proposed more
than a vear ago as part of the fiscal
2004 budget, when it arrived
“DOA," Silverman said. Now, the
proposal will get a full public hear-
ing before the council.

“The difference between now and
a year ago is he's earmarking the
monev for a specific purpose,” Silver-
man said of Duncan’s p :

Councilman Michael ]. Knapp
(D-Dist. 2) of Germantown said he
supports the concept of ambulance
fees, although he said he is not pre-
pared to “rubber stamp” Duncan’s
proposal.

“I think it's important for people
to understand that it's not novel to
Montgomery County,” Knapp said.

A report to the County Council
lists 16 jurisdictions in the region
that charge for ambulance trans-
ports, including Washington, D.C..
Baltimore citv and Prince George's,
Frederick and Fairfax (Va.) counties.

With so many area jurisdictions
charging for ambulance transports,
Montgomerv has plenty of experi-
ence on which to base its plan,
Knapp said

“We have a tendency to create it
from scratch because it's us,” he
said.

In charging a flat $330 fee, Mont-
gomery appears to be unusual
among area junisdictions, The coun-
tv's report shows 15 jurisdictions
that base the fee on the intensity of
the response. Baltimore city, for ex-
ample, charges $150 for basic life
support calls. San Francisco charges
5368 tor advanced life support calls,

The proposed regulation also
would allow hre companies to opt
out ot the ambulance billing, Aova-
a1 sard the Bethesda-Chevy Chase
and Wheaton fire companies have
charters that do not allow them to
charge patients

Because msurers alreadv cover
ambulance transports,
punty afficials said residents with
iNsurande are Paving or a buenent
thevy are ot collecting

This = already factored into
reople s msurarce,” Krappsaid

the viist oo
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Squad
seelds
cit
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by Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

.
3 T AT .

The Laurel Volunteer Rescue
Squad has decided to Furcha_se two
new ambulances to replace the aging
apparatus it uses to serve the city.

But after a meeting with the city’s
Emergency Services Commission
Tuesday, the squad’s chance of get-
ting money from the city to defray
the cost of equipping the new ambu-
lances seems slim.

Of the $40,000 available from the
city’s grant fund, the rescue squad
would only be able to receive a maxi-
mum of $10,000, or 25 percent per
commission guidelines. b

“There’s not that much money,
said commission member G. Rick
Wilson after a rescue squad tour
Tuesday.

The city has vet to approve the
commission’s guidelines, and the
squad may have to wait for lh_c funds
for purchases tor which it might not
be eligible to be reimbursed.

Under the guidelines being con-
sidered, anv furnishings, consumable
items or permanently attachable
pieces to the ambulances would not
be eligible. _

Richard Sien, chair of the squad s
board of directors, said he would like
the citv help pav for the equipment to
go on the new ambulances, but ol

expecting any miracles.

See Squad, paas &'

SQuUAD

Continued from A-1

“That would be appreciated,
but right now the procedures
“aren’tin place,” Sien said. “And
it seems that if they get ap-
proved it doesn’t look like any
of our purchases would be re-
imbursed.”

The squad has been hurting
for funding because its usual
$140,000 from the city was
slashed by more than half last
year when it purchased a rescue
pumper to fight fires like the
Laurel Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

At the time, the squad did
not have first due, or primary
responsibility, to fight fires in a
certain geographical area of
Laurel, so the city cut the fund-
ing. Mayor Craig A. Moe and
the City Council felt the money
would only pay for duplication
of services.

However, before then-Fire
Chief Ronald Blackwell re-
signed, he approved a first-due
response area for the squad and
its new rescue pumper

Sien said he would like to

see the city reconsider cutting
the squad's funds.

“I do feel there’s an inequity
of funding,” Sien said. “For
whatever reason, the city has
decided to fund the way it
funds.”

The squad has already put in
a purchase order for the new
ambulances, to be paid for with
donations from the community.
The cost of each ambulance
would be about $100,000.

“We're relying on that now
more than ever,” Sien said.

Mark Arsenault, deputy
chief at the rescue squad, said
the new ambulances were
needed badly.

“Because of the age [of the
older ambulances], one’s often
out of service,” Arsenault told
commission members on the
squad tour. “We're always jug-
gling ambulances.”

The Laurel Volunteer Fire
Department also is expected to
get an ambulance from the
county this month, but the
exact date has vet to be deter-
mined.

E-mail  Guy  Leonard  at

cleonard @ gazette. net.
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The Citizen — 6

Foresight,
perseverance

It's not every day that reading the newspaper leaves you feeling
grateful. But that was our reaction after reading about the plight of
Emmitsburg's ambulance company last week.

Though the details aren't clear to us from what we read, it appears
the company imploded over the all-volunteer versus paid EMT
dilemma. It sounds like the ambulance chief came out in favor of all-
paid personnel, 24 hours a day, causing most of the volunteer mem-
bers to walk out. With only two active members left to run calls, the
County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association had no choice but to
ask the county commissioners to fund career personnel, and to ask for
it 24 hours a day. That's how Emmitsburg will receive service for the
next four months, until an ambulance tax district can be established.

The county's paid EMTs will operate the volunteer ambulance com-
pany’s equipment, using the town's fire company hall as a base. The
Emmitsburg volunteers are reduced to filling in on second calls,
maybe, if it turns out they're needed.

Oh, boy. All over Frederick County our volunteer companies are
feeling the pinch as the structure of our lives and communities change.
Many towns have found it impossible to field enough volunteers during
daytime work hours to provide needed services—and there's no
shame in that.

But to let an internal disagreement get them to the place where the
volunteers can't use the equipment they worked hard to buy and main-
tain: that's sad.

Brunswick, a town that prides itself on its volunteerism, has had to
establish an ambulance tax district. We know it was a hard step for
the Co. 19 members to make, but they did it in a timely fashion, and
the result is a well-maintained safety net for residents of our commu-
nity.

The Co. 19 volunteers still have more than enough to do, since they
are on call 12 hours a day during the week, 24 hours a day on week-
ends, and all day on holidays, too.

We have the volunteer tradition going strong, and we have paid per-
sonnel on duty when they're needed on week days.

Makes you appreciate what you've got: volunteers with the courage
to adapt to modern circumstances, and the intestinal fortitude to keep
on volunteering.

1 A1 A1 A L A B A S A & A &
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SCHOOL MENU

for Frederick County

Thurs., Sept. 9 - Chicken nuggets
w/roll, whipped potatoes,
choice of fruit.

Fri., Sept. 10 - Shrimp poppers
w/wheat roll, golden corn,
choice of fruit.

Mon., Sept. 13 - Popcorn chicken
w / wheat roll, choice of fruit.
Tues., Sept. 14 - Crispy or soft
taco shell w/cheese, lettuce
and tomato, seasoned rice,

choice of fruit.

Wed., Sept. 15 - Plain or spicy
chicken patty on bun, tator
tots, choice of fruit.

Thursday, Sept. 16 - School
closed.

- -
ABOVE: Making their selections from the ample buffet are, from
left, Delores Johnson, Elizabeth Carter and Mary Johnson.

Sy

Volunteers thanked |
BELOW: Brunswick City employ- |
ees, volunteers for various City |
programs, and members of both

the Brunswick Volunteer Ambu-
lance__and Fire companies were

thanked for their service to the
community with a picnic and pool
party on September 2. The small
crowd enjoyed good food, relaxing

in the shade and the use of the city
pool for the evening.  Pictured
here are Harlan Hagan, Kregg
Reynolds (center) and Hagan's |
sister Freda Leopold. who is active |
with the fire company. — Citizen ¢
Donna Lear

——
" -' i ety |
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Co. 12
helps
Scouts_ ..,
P
The Lovettsville
Fire and Rescue
Cao..held a.First
Aid Merit badge
session on ..
August 19 for
members of Boy
Scout Troop 962.
Volunteer fire-
fighter Bill
Mungovan and
paramedic Karen
Deli led scouts
Chris Corrado,
Thomas Moxley,
Mike Ryan, and
Zach Pruckowski
through the
requirements
needed to com-
plete their
badges. Scouts
learned the
basics in CPR,
to immobilize a
broken bone.
Pictured: Scouts
Ryan, Pruckowski
and Moxley try
out their skills on
Corrado. — Citi-
zen / Sandy Ryan
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LIFE AFTER THE SEPT. 11 ATTACKS

3 years later, a changed county

New challenges for
emergency crews

By ERIC HARTLEY
and JEFF HORSEMAN
Staff Writers

When she became a nurse, Carol Ann
Sperry thought she'd need to be prepared
for broken limbs and heart attacks, not
dirty bombs.

As a rookie firefighter, Bob Costa never
thought he'd be trained in how to deal with
mysterious powder and gases.

In her first run for county executive six
years ago, Janet S. Owens pledged to focus
on improving schools and preserving open
space. She wasn't expecting daily meetings
and phone calls about something called
“homeland security." .

But three years after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, in ways large and small, life has
changed for them and millions of others
across the county and the nation.

Peg Waters of Odenton was in downtown
Washington the day hijacked airliners
crashed into the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon and a rural field in Pennsylvania
She couldn't get in touch with her
daughter, who's now 10, to reassure her
The girl now has a cell phone

“That will not happen again," Ms. Waters
wrote in an e-mail.

Kathy Black's sister’s birthday is on the
11th. A year after the attacks that killed
3,000 people, the Mayo women celebrated on
the 12th.

“It's getting easier,”” Ms. Black said. “Of
course it's very hard for her.”

Despite the changes, most people try to
live their lives normally

“Although a bunch of fanatics can make
me more vigilant, I'm not about to cringe in
any corners and let fear be my guide,”
wrote Joe Wolff of Crownsville, one about
30 of The Capital's readers who responded
by e-mail to questions about the last three
years.

With the third anniversary of Sept. 11
tomorrow, city and county government
officials said they've prepared for possible
terrorist attacks. They've spent millions for
new equipment such as biohazard suits and
upgraded communications, plus training

4 wers hters The need

l‘f)."TlDlHCP]'lT h‘.“.’au.\‘f' mar
to live their lives thinking
wens said

As of
20 state and federa
million for emerge g
April 2003, said Jim Weed. director of
eMergency management

5 Week

He]it‘1'-ptf‘7' ths

a vear ago has helped with <evuriry eff

Annapolis Director of Domestic Preparedness Gary Simpson unfolds a biohazard suit
city police officers as a result of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Tomorrow marks
anniversary of the attacks that killed 3,000 people and launcaed America’'s war on t-
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(Continued from Page AG)

The ¢ity managed to convince
the state that it deserved special
consideration  for emergency
preparedne: funding  Anna
polis has received $2.15 million,
plus another $225 million to
revamp police headquarters
and the Eastport Fire Hall

The eity used its funding to
buy everything from hazardous
s suits to police radios
I cameras
wks, Annapolis
taken only “haby steps”
rd forming its own team to

materia
Fire  Chief

£

and 39

the

now
spec

nevded
1
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Public wakes up

us people
kiges when federal of

Chief

ps have come im about
wople tuking pictures or
videotaping on the Naval Acad
emy  Bridge and near the
rleigh  Heights  Volunteer
Fire Company, which has a
cellular phone tower nearby
“We get a lot more of those as
soon as the alerts go up, and
then there's a waning of it, and
I think people become com
cent,” Chief Shanahan said.
I do belicve that after a few
eeks of nothing happening,
they 1 (| down their
It's hnman

i’ ]

LA s oL ¥ ounwiling
to let the attacks' legacy alter
their way of life

"Look, 1 can get hit by a
drunk driver tomorrow when
I'm on my jog,” Ingar Grev of
Annapolis wrote in an e-mail ]
can get a heart attack or a
stroke. I can have faulty wiring
in my house and die in a fire It
makes no sense to fret ahout
terrorism, but by the same
token 1 probably will not be
flying to Irag anytime soon "

Others talked about how
Sept. 11 changed their habits,
Maggie Gibbons of Annapolis
admitted she flies less often
“Not because of feeling unsafe,
but because 1 do not like feeling
like one of a herd of cattle

Bob Bradshaw of Davidson
ville joined the county's Com
munity Emergency Response
Team, a federal program that
trains civilians in disaster re-
sponse skills.

“Had it not been for 9/11,
these things would have been

e tartnest irom my mind,” he
wrote

Several readers worried that
the war on terrorism would
claim Americans’ freedom,

“People should think twice
before they trade in their rights
for ‘security,'" wrote Bob
Dvorak of Arnold

Beth Gray of Davidsonville
disagrees. She wrote that her
family lost a closé friend in the
World Trade Center

“The people who are upset
today and demanding their
rights will wonder why they
weren't protected and taken
care of when it happens to
them.” she wrote.

Other readers commented on
how Sept. 11 reshaped their
world view.

“Personally, three years
later, | continue to fight a sense
of deep pessimism regarding
our world."” said John Scheleur
of Arnold.

John Colgan of Lothian ad-

mitted, "My feelings toward the
Muslims of the world are begin
ning to fray."”

Referring to the deaths of
hundreds in the recent Russian
school hostage crisis, he wrote,

“Very few Muslim leaders
speak out against these
atrocities, while many more

praise them

Many readers reported
feeling as the third anniversary
of the attacks approaches

"It feels just as horrible today
as it does then.” wrote Janice
Gamiz of Annapolis, who works
at a Washington law firm that
had clients in the World Trade
Center

Dorothy Farley of Bay Ridge
compared this anniversary to
“accepting a family death more
calmly.”

“(It's) something terrible. but
unchangeable,” she wrote “The
earlier anniversaries caused
the memories to be more vivid."

Ms  Waters, the Odenton
mother who was in Washington

| that
ot holding onto

on Sept
peed o)
right after the at

“The enot
wis
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ur ports some of which
1 Anne  Arundel but
ect county residents

Some ficers have
rained weapons  of
and

oy

been
mass
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. have
nu

clear, biological and chemical
weapons, and the department
"has bought special gear and,
equipment

“You go into something now
with a different. more cautious
attitude because you don't
know.” said Firefighter Costa.
who works at the Avalon
Shores station in Deale and is
also a Republican member of
the House of Delegates “The

AR SR Sy IR re T

things that spin through your
head ‘Is this a terrorist
attack?

Despite politicians’ talk about
the importance of “first re.
sponders,” the money hasn't
been forthcoming for the in
creased staffing that might
truly help in a disaster, accord
ing to the heads of the city and
county firefighter unions

Firefighters are adequately
trained and equipped, but “we
just don't have enough of
them,” said Dallas Lister, presi
dent of Annapolis Professional
Fire Fighters Local 1926.

At North Arundel Hospital in
Glen Burnie, Sept. 11 has meant
an education not found in medi
cal textbooks.

“If you allow it to, (the possi
bility of a calamity) can keep
you up at night,” said Ms
Sperry, the hospital's emerg
ency nursirg director.

At Anne Arundel Medical
Center, safety measures include
ID badges, security guards and
limiting entrances and exits
open to visitors,

County school emergency
plans have five codes depending
on the severity of the threat.
Nine high schools have surveil-
lance cameras, and the others
could get them in the next
budget.

City rethinks threat

For Mayor Ellen O. Moyer
and her staff, Sept 11 spurred
sweeping changes in how the
city protects itself.

In 2002 the city created the
Office of Emergency Manage
ment, with separate officials
planning for terrorism and
natural disasters.

Annapolis is a high-value ter
rorist target, Ms. Moyer said,
pointing to its status as the
state capital, home of the Naval
Academy and a major tourist
destination.

Citing reasons of security,
Director of Domestic Prepared-
ness Gary Simpson declined to
say whether Annapolis had
been the subject of a specific
terrorist threat since Sept 11.
But he did say the city isn't
under such a threat now.

(See 9-11, Page A7) -
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15 a breakdown of how that gran

Radios and equipment for police
Water barners for Publc Wo

A device to replenish oxygen tanks

Stretchers

Antidote kits

Hazardous matenals geir |
EMS trauma kits
Hazardous materials testi
Sensors

Dishes, vials and bottles
Air monitoring supplies
Air monitoring test kits

City Director of Homeland Se
remaining money — about $2
emergency preparedness
$2.15 million in grants to ¢

e fon

SOURCE City of Annap

Wils spe
$118,730.00

S n,
$21.500.00

SEARR 7T

$4.747 80

LOCAL EVENTS

Many cities in Maryland,
Annapolis included, have
planned special public events
to commemorate the attacks
on the United States on Sept
11.

The main city event is a
community sing along to begin
at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow at City
Dock, led by the All Children s
Chorus of Annapolis.

The guest soloist will be
Christina Carlucci, a young
singer from Annapolis
Selections include old
favorites and patriotic songs
Song sheets will be provided
and light sticks will be
distributed for the final
selection,

Other evenlts include

® A remembrance ceremony
and holistic health open house
at Anne Arundel Community
College, 9to 11 a.m., at the
Cade Center for Fine Arts,
Room 219, Arnold.

® "'Have You Forgotten?”
aremembrance service at

Toiety Bihles Chuareh @ pome ol
e Hlowsa Road

itk

e o

Harvest
in hon

by the

py Helpers

d Bank in

Crownsyille

e New York Fire

Department Widow and

ans Fund Raiser, an

w ceremony al the Prana

10, which stants at 6 am |

at 2901 Rwva Trace Parkway, |

witside Annapolis “
*

nty

Demonstrations of meditation

and yoga will be followed by a

1 pm performance by the

Anne Arundel Community

College Dance Company Call [

410 266 3401 |
® Memonal toasts at |

Heroes Pub, 1 Riverview Ave | |

Annapolis. A $10 donation [

taken at the door will go to the

New York City Fire

Department
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Meet your nelghbor- Deanna Daws, Madlson

What | am excited about and’
mer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT).

What [ do: [ voluntéers at the
Madison Volunteer Fire Company
and am a stay-at-home mom.

What [ like most about what |
do: Saving lives, helping my
neighbors.

If I had been in a different
occupation, | might have picked: |
wouldn't have been anything
else.

What | like most about living
here: It's home.

I would like to see in
this area: | would like to see less
change. | would like to see fewer
people coming in from other
places and less development.

Favorite community cause and
why: My fire company, because
they just do everything.

My family: | am married to
Robert Davis and have a 16-
month-old daughter named
Katherine. My parents are Rick

Daily Banner/Pete Macinta

Deanna Davis of Madison volunteers at the Madison VFC

and raises her family.

and Lori Parker.

‘When | moved here and why: |
have lived here all my life. | have
many generations before me.

Where | lived before and why |
left: | have always lived in the
area,

My interests and hobbies: |
loves to read, go to the play-

ground with my daughter, and
doing various activities at Madi-
son VFC.

The best and worst time in my
life: Best time would be becom-
ing an EMT. The worst time has
not happened.

The trait(s) I admire in others:
Honesty, bluntness, and a willing-

ness to help other people.

People who inspired me, and
how: My parents were really
incredible role models and taught
me how to have a strong faith.
Paramedic Greg Grant’s teaching
for the EMT class was also inspira-
tional. My husband has been
incredibly supportive and has
helped me to chill out. Scott
Wheatley has been my instructor
for the EMT class and has taught
me a lot about life and the med-
ical profession.

My guiding philosophy: Do
unto others as you would have
them do unto you.

My advice to today’s youth: Get
a good education and don't rush
into things.

EDITOR'S NOTE: If you have
something you think would make
a good “"Meet your neighbor”
subject from Dorchester, contact
Dave Rvan at (410) 228-3131, ext.
23.
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PRMC adds permanent Cat Scan

to the
4o

(Sept. 10, 2004) Peninsula Regional, the
designated Regional Trauma Center for the
Eastern Shore of Maryland, has added a third
permanent CAT (CT) Scanner on the campus.
The diagnostic imaging tool has been placed in
the Medical Center’s Robert T. Adkins, M.D.
Emergency/Trauma Center for, among other
uses, the rapid diagnosis of injuries and ill-
nesses of emergency and trauma patients. To
accommodate the space requirements of the
CT Scanner and to allow for internal changes to
improve patient flow, the Medical Center is also
constructing a modular facility that will serve
as the new waiting room for the
Emergency/Trauma Center.Jt will be complete,
weather permitting, by mid-September.

“The addition of this extremely fast CT
Scanner will increase our capacity by over 30
percent and provide us even more flexibility to
offer diagnostic imaging services to not only
those patients in the Emergency/Trauma

Emergency Department

Center but also our inpatient and outpatient
population who will utilize the unit," said Alan
Newberry, Peninsula Regional president/CEQ.
"The chain of events that began with the addi-
tional space needed for the CT Scanner led us
to the modular construction of the new waiting
room. By offering this temporary remedy until
our new Emergency/Trauma Center is con-
structed within the next two years we will, as
another benefit, be able to create a more timely
and less stressful experience for our
Emergency Department patients and their
families.”

Peninsula Regional’s new
Emergency/Trauma Center, included in the
first construction phase of the Medical Center’s
$110 million Master Facilities Plan, will more
than triple the size of the current center when
completed. On average, 175 patients seek treat-
ment in Peninsula Regional’s Emergency /
Trauma Center each day.
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FEES VS. TAXES IN COUNTY AND STATE

Legislation that will authorize
Montgomery County’s Fire and
Rescue Service to collect a fee for
ambulance transports was sub-
mitted to the County Council
this week. This will bring
Montgomery into line with other
counties and area jurisdictions
that have already implemented
ambulance transport fee pro-
grams to provide funding to
enhance emergency response
capabilities, including the pur-
chase of much-needed replace-
ment apparatus.

The fee will fund critical fire
and rescue vehicle maintenance
and replacement needs in the
County, ambulance upgrades to
medic units, acquisitions of new
emergency medical supplies and
equipment to enhance services,
and a new full-time medical
director for EMS quality assur-
ance programs.

The $350 fee for emergency
medical services transports will
be paid primarily by group and
individual health insurance.
Medicare and Medicaid.
Although each transport will be
billed to the patient or their
insurance compan; under the
new program, no one wiil be
denied transport based on abili-
ty to pay.

Compassionate and reason-
able waiver provisions are
included for individuals who are
unable to pay.

“Few residents will even
notice this change, and yet the
new fee will make a big differ-

Continued on Page 3

FEES VS. TAXES IN
COUNTY AND STATE

Continued from page 1

ence in our ability to maintain
top-notch emergency medical
services here in Montgomery
County,” said Fire
Administrator Gordon Aoyagi.
“Most of our residents are
already paying for the benefits
through their existing health
insurance, and those who are
not may have the fee waived if
they are unable to pay.”

Washington ~ Metropolitan
area jurisdictions that already
collect a fee for emergency med-
ical services include: Alexandria
and Arlington counties in
Virginia; the District of
Columbia; and Prince George's
County. Other Maryland coun-
ties that collect an ambulance
transport fee are: Allegheny,
Baltimore, Carroll, Charles,
Cumberland, Frederick and
Washington. Fairfax County, Va.
has recently approved a program
to implement a transport fee.

Across the nation, jurisdic-
tions such as Dallas, TX:
Honolulu, HI: Houston, TX:
Philadelphia, PA: and San
Francisco. CA also charge for
emergency transports.

Under the new legislation, the
reimbursement rate was set at a
flat 3350 per transport — based

on generalized fee schedules of

Medicare, which is accepted by
most insurance companies, The
Executive  Regulation that
authorizes collection of the new
fee will net take effect before
January 1, 2005,
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Career shift
came at the
right time
for brothers

BY MARY T. ROBBINS

Two brothers. one a newcomer 1o
the_life of an emer; “medical
technician and the other with 14
years on the job, are finding they can
learn from each other on the job.

Growing up in Kingsville, Lt
Kyrle Preis, 37. knew early on that he
wanted to pursue a career in the Bal-
timore County Fire Department.

“When you're a kid, you want to

ter when you grow up,”
said Kyrle. who joined the Kingsville
Volunteer Fire Department at 6
before becoming a professional
emergency medical technician for the
county in 1990.

His brother, Dan “Digger” Preis.
35, of White Marsh, came to that
conclusion much later in life, after he
had already put in a decade as a man-
ager with Giant Foods.

“You're helping people every day.
I enjoy interacting with people,” said

Cyrle, whose older sister is i nurse.
“I've liked coming to work everv dav
and every night. Dan noticed that.”

After only a few vears. Kvrle was
enjoying his carcer as an EMT <o
much that he urged Dan to apply for
a spot in the fire

But Dan was

“He's heen e
many vears,” sad
in the tanul

But h

ment  position with

See Siblings, pag

Though Dan Preis. left. and his
older brother Kyrle. right. work
out of different area fire stations,
the brothers find time to get
together when their shifts
overlap.




Local duo
perfect fit
for EMT
fratemni

Siblings, from page 1

younger brother wasn't interested in
taking his big brother’s advice.

“I was enjoying retail,” Dan said.
“My sights were set on being a store
manager. I had some blinders on,
tunnel vision on one thing.”

He said he noticed the company
starting to change after it was
bought by Dutch retailer Royal
Ahold in 1998,

That’s when he began giving his
brother’s suggestion more consider-
ation. He was 34 years old.

“I really thought he’d be good at
this job.” said Kyrle. who was pro-
moted to lieutenant in 1999 and
now works primarily out of Station
8 in Fullerton.

At the time. Baltimore County
Fire Chief John Hohman was look-
ing to diversify the workforce.

"To me. that doesn’t just mean
black or female.” said Kvrle. a dis-
trict superv isor.

"It also means getung other peo-
ple in here to do the job that have
real-world experience. 1t's not like
he’s coming to the dinner table with
an empty plate.”

Kyrle knew that Dan's experi-
ence in customer service with Gian
would serve his brother well 4
EMT.

"Most evervihing we do s cus
tomer service.” he said.

In Naren, an wigs deeeedd il
the tire academy in '\pnrn\\\ Puint.

St in the application unit of du
tire dcpnr'm ent allowed Kvrle
make the call and deliver the news.

“Iwas excited when [ oot in. but
I was more excited when Dan was
hired and that | was the one 1o ael
to tell him.” Kvrle said.

Dan was elated.

[I telt hike 1 was hitting the lot-
terv.” he said.

When it came time to ask what to
expect i 17 weeks of classes and
training. Dan knew his brother was
only a phom call away.

“He can rattle off protocols like

that.” Dan said. s snapping his fin-
gers.

Before long. Dan was waking up
at 4:30 a.m.. rattling off the correct
emergency procedures for various
scenarios himself.

Though [4 vears had gone by
since his brother had been a student
at the academy. evervone sull knew
the Preis name. Dan said.

It was similar to the situation
he'd experienced in following Kyrle
to John Carroll High School vears
ago.

He knew he had to live up 10 his
brother’s reputation.

But he also appreciated those
who told him “we know you are not
your brother. You're you, and if we
have a problem with vou, we will

‘| was excited when |
got in, but | was
more excited when
Dan was hired and
that | was the one to
get to tell him.’

Kvrle Preis.
fire liewtenant

vou,” Dan saud
“Iwas the best 17 weeks of ma
The said. U was arite of pus-

!
e for me

Fire deparmment emplovees work
43 hours over four duvs — wo J0-
hour davs and 1w i4-hour nizhis

then have four davs off.

For Kyrle. married with three
voung children. the schedule aflows
him time to spend with his family
in their Kingsville home.

Dan. who 15 single and lives n
White Marsh. 15 assigned to Station
55 in Perrv Hall.

He uses his “davs off™ to work
part time at Giant stores around the
Beltway.

Sometimes, the brothers” sched-
ules allow them 1o enjoy two days
off together. That was the occasion
recently when they hit the links.

"We're getting together more
now than we ever used 1o, Kyrle
said. _

And while Dan benefits from
Kyrle’s 14 years on the job. the
older brother finds there are advan-
tages for him as well.

"I get rejuvenated when | see his
enthusiasm.” he said.

E-mail Mary T. Robbins at mrob-
hins@patixent.con,

http //www.northeastbooster.com
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Pocomoke Fire
Company wins
awards in 23rd
annual muster

. 7

SALISBURY - The Twenty-
Third annual Great Salisbury
Fireman's Muster was held on
September 11-12, at city park in
Salisbury. Members of the
Pocomoke City Volunteer Fire
Company who attended the two-
day event include: Dickie
Gladding, Matt Esham, Corey
Dean, John Powers, Joe
Donoway, Adam Howard, Eric
Denston, Larry Sterling, Rodney
Sharpley, Billy Young and Dale
Abell. Others that attended and
represented the fire company in
the competition include: Gina
Dean. Jenny Layton, Aggie
parks. Leigh Ann Baker, Kim
Layton. Amy Davis and Laurie
Kamps.

Sunday's events included
competition that related to a fire
ground operation. The
Pocomoke representatives
walked away with a number of
awards:

Barrel Race (using hose line
water pressure o move a b‘di'f&‘]
along a stretched rope: Men - 18t
place: women - 1st place.

Mystery event (water relav

using buckets) Ladies - drd
place; Drafting: Ladies - 3rd
place.

Vlidnight alarm (fire fighters
put on their turnout gear. get in
the fire truck. move to a desig-
nated area. pull the hose off the
truck. pump water and knock a
target over) Men ond place:
Women - 3rd place.

EMS event: Coed - 2nd place.
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Pastor:
Winner totally
surprised
by award

CONTINUEDFROM 1A [

tional moderator, repaired
homes in the community, vis-
ited patients in the hospital
and served as a mentor to
children. R
Moon hopes that the’néxt: ~
generation will be active ‘i ..
volunteerism. A
“I would tell them to get
with it. It's one of the most
rewarding things you'll ever , .
get,” said Moon. v P
Despite Moon’s numert;iﬁ:'%;e'
res(l)sonsibilities, he a.l\r@ﬁ
finds time to help out those in" .
need. Moon said that he’is
“just alert 24-7." R
“q still tell him no isn’t in'his
vocabulary,” his wife said. < 5.
With his busy schedule, -,
Moon does not have much
free time, but when he dogs:
have a rare spare moment hé’
enjoys carpentry and “reldx-
ing with the cows” .on- hif ¢
farm. S s 1
“You wouldn’t want to meet
a better man than him,” said
Donna Sisler, who resides
near Fairview Church.
Moon was one of six people
nominated for the award and
he will represent —Garrett
County in the Maryland You
Are Beautiful statewide cere-
mony in Annapolis next
month.
“It's going to be exciting
and challenging,” said Moon.

Jennifer Raley can be reached at jra-
leyiu times-news.com
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Service will

hon

S

Daily Banner

EMMITSBURG Three
Maryland firefighters will be
among the 107 heroes hon-
ored at the official national
tribute to America's fallen fire-
fighters. The 23rd annual
National Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Service on Oct. 3 at
the National Fire Academy in
Emmitsburg, will remember
firefighters from 34 states and
Guam who died in the line of
duty during 2003.

Th land fjre-
fighters who will be honored
are; _ S

Dougie Thomas. 41, assis-
tant chief, Kent Island Volun
teer Fire Department, who
died July 9, 2003, from compli-
cations of spinal and neck
injuries suffered in a fire truck
accident while responding to a

-~

r firemen

fire call in September, 2001. A
lifetime member of the depart-
ment, he had served 25 years,
including many years as an
officer and several as chief.

Thomas F. Brown, 55,
career fire specialist, Baltimore
County Fire Department, who
died Dec. 18, 2003, when he
suffered a heart attack at home
after responding to several
calls.

Nadar Ali Hammett, 29,
career ERT, Prince George's
CountyFire/EMS Department,
who died Dec. 1, 2003, when
his car was struck by another
vehicle as he returned home
from a required paramedic
class

The public Memorial Ser-
vice will begin at 10 am

EDT: Further information s
available at www. firehero.org.
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Title 30
MARYLAND INSTITUTE
FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES SYSTEMS (MIEMSS)

Subtitle 04 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND COURSES

30.04.01 Definitions

Authority: Education Article, §13-516(d 1.
Annotated Code of Maryland

Notice of Final Action
[04-143-F}

On August 10, 2004, the State Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Board adopted amendments to Regulation .01 under
COMAR 30.04.01 Definitions. This action, which was pro-
posed for adoption in 31:12 Md. R. 944 — 945 (June 11,
2004), has been adopted as proposed.

Effective Date: September 27, 2004.

ROBERT R. BASS, M.D.
Executive Director
State Emergency Medical Services Board

Subtitle 04 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND COURSES

30.04.02 Advanced Life Support Education
Programs

Authority: Education Article, §13-516(d1.
Annotated Code of Maryland

Notice of Final Action
104-144-F)

On August 10, 2004, the State Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Board adopted amendments to Regulation .12 under
COMAR 30.04.02 Advanced Life Support Education
Programs. This action, which was proposed for adoption in
31:12 Md. R. 945 — 946 (June 11, 2004), has been adopted
as proposed.

Effective Date: September 27, 2004.

ROBERT R. BASS, M.D.
Executive Director
State Emergency Medical Services Board

Subtitle 04 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND COURSES

30.04.05 Continuing Education

Authonty: Education Article. $13-516d
Mnnwtated Code of Niary land

Notice of Final Action
(4-142-F

On gugud.st in_ 2004, the State Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Board adopted amendments to Regulation .02
‘ ; ; ndments gule ) inder
COMAR 30.04.05 Continuing Education. This nction,
which was proposed for adoption in 31:12 Md. R 946 «.June
11, 2004, has been adopted as proposed
Effective Date: September 27, 2004,

ROBERT R BASS M.D.
. B Executive | hrector
state Emergency Medieal Services Board
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| Title 30
MARYLAND INSTITUTE FOR
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
SYSTEMS (MIEMSS)

Subtitle 03 EMS OPERATIONAL PROGRAMS

Authority: Education Article, §§13-509 and 13-516,
Annotated Code of Maryland

Notice of Proposed Action
[04-258-P|
The State Emergency Medical Services Board proposes to

amend:

(1) Regulation .01 under COMAR 30.03.01 Defini-
tions;

(2) Regulation .02 under COMAR 30.03.02 Jurisdic-
tional EMS Operational Programs; and

(3) Regulation .06 under COMAR 30.03.03 Medical
Directors. This proposed action was considered and ap-
proved by the State Emergency Medical Services Board at
its regular meeting on November 12, 2003.

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this action is to set out, in conjunction
with proposed regulations concerning a specialty care level
of commercial ambulance service transports, the require-
ments for jurisdictional EMS operational programs conduct-
ing such transports. It additionally addresses appropriate
medical direction for specialty care transports.

Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this pro-
posed action.

Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.



ool ]

PROPOSED ACTION ON REGULATIONS

Economic Impact on Small Businesses
The proposed action has minimal or no economic impact
on small businesses.

Opportunity for Public Comment
Comments may be sent to John Young, Director, State Of-
fice of Commercial Ambulance Licensing and Regulation,
653 West Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201-1536, or
call (410) 706-8511, or fax to (410) 706-8552 or email to
Jyoung@miemss.org. A public hearing will not be held. Com-
ments will be accepted through Monday, October 18, 2004.

30.03.01 Definitions.

.01 Definitions.
A. In this subtitle, the following terms have the mean-
ings indicated.
B. Terms Defined.
(1) —(14) (text unchanged)
(15) “Specialty care transport” has the meaning defined
in COMAR 30.09.01B(1).
[(15)] (16) (text unchanged)

30.03.02 Jurisdictional EMS Operational Pro-
grams

.02 Criteria for Approval as a Jurisdictional EMS Op-
erational Program.
A. To be eligible for approval an applicant:
(1) — (5) (text unchanged)
(6) Shall provide remedial education as necessary for
affiliated EMS providers; [and]
(7) If also seeking approval as an emergency medical
dispatch program shall utilize:

(a) (text unchanged)

(b) An emergency medical dispatch priority dispatch
approved by MIEMSS[.]; and

(8) If also seeking approval as a specialty care transport
program, meet the requirements of COMAR 30.09. 14.
B. A jurisdictional EMS operational program may not
provide specialty care transport unless:
(1) Approved as a specialty care transport ambulance
seruvice; or
(2) The following conditions are met:

(a) A licensed or specialty care transport ambulance
service is not available within a clinically reasonable time,
as determined by the referring physician;

(b) Health care providers authorized by law to pro-
vide the level of care required are available to staff the am-
bulance; and

(c) Required specialty equipment is available.

[B.] C. (text unchanged)

30.03.03 Medical Direction

.06 Credentialing of EMS Providers.

A. — B. (text unchanged)

C. The medical director of a specialty care transport pro-
gram may delegate aspects of credentialing to an associate
medical director or Maryland licensed critical care transport
nurse.

[C.]D. —[F]G. (text unchanged)

ROBERT R. BASS, M.D.
Executive Director
MIEMSS

o4
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Subtitle 04 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND COURSES

Notice of Proposed Action
[04-259-P]
The State Emergency Medical Services Board proposes to:
(1) Amend Regulation .01 under COMAR 30.04.01
Definitions; and
(2) Adopt new Regulations .01 — .02 under a new
chapter, COMAR 30.04.08 Specialty Care Transport
Education Courses. This proposed action was considered
and approved by the State Emergency Medical Services
Board at its regular meeting on November 12. 2003.

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this action is to set forth the requirements
for an Emergency Medical Services Education Program to
provide education in specialty care transports.

Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this pro-
posed action.

Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.

Economic Impact on Small Businesses
The proposed action has minimal or no economic impact
on small businesses.

Opportunity for Public Comment

Comments on the proposed action may be sent to John
Young, Director, State Office of Commercial Ambulance Li-
censing and Regulation, 653 West Pratt Street, Baltimore,
Maryland 21201-1536, or call (410) 706-8511 or fax to (410)
706-8552 or email to jyoung@miemss.org. A public hearing
will not be held. These comments must be received by Mon-
day, October 18, 2004,

30.04.01 Definitions

Authority: Education Article, §§73-509 and 13-5186.
Annotated Code of Maryland

.01 Definitions.
A. (text unchanged)
B. Terms Defined.
(1) —(30) (text unchanged)

(31) “Specialty care transport™ has the meaning stated
in COMAR 30.09.01.02B(1).

30.04.08 Specialty Care Transport Education
Courses

Authorieyv: Edwcation Article, $81:3-500 and 135146

Annatated Code of Marsland

.01 Scope

This chapter governs ALS education programs approved
by the EMS Board which have been approved to provide edu-
cation in specialty care transport.

.02 Requirements.
A. In order to he approved to provide a specialty care
transport education course, an education program shall:
(1) Meet all requirements for an ALS education pro-
gram found in COMAR 30.04.02 except for the requirement
in COMAR 30.04.02.12F(2)d) to eoniduct at least one full

fength ALS course every 2 VO,
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(2) Have a medical director who, in addition to the
other requirements for medical directors in COMAR
30.04.02.06B: -

(a) Has education and experience in the care of criti-
cally ill patients; and
(b) Uses specialty physicians as appropriate;

(3) Use a curriculum which has been approved by the
EMS Board; and

(4) Use instructors who:

fa) Meet the requirements of COMAR 30.04.02; and
(b) Have additional education, experience, and exper-
tise in the care and transport of a critically ill patient.

ROBERT R. BASS, M.D.
Executive Director

MIEMSS

Title 33
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Subtitle 04 INSPECTION AND COPYING OF
RECORDS

33.04.02 Confidentiality of Certain Information

Authority: Election Law Article, §§2-102(bi4), 3-506(a)(1) and (b}, and
3-507(b); State Government Article, §§10-613(b) and 10-615(2)i);
Annotated Code of Marvland

Notice of Proposed Action
[04-253-P|
The State Board of Elections proposes to amend Regula-
tions .02 — .07 under COMAR 33.04.02 Confidentiality
of Certain Information.

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this action is to change the entity autho-
rized to make certain records confidential.

Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this pro-
posed action.

Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.

Economic Impact on Small Businesses
The proposed action has minimal or no economic impact
on small businesses.

Opportunity for Public Comment
Comments may be sent to Joe Torre, Regulations Coordi-
nator, PO Box 6486. Annapolis, Marvland 21401, or call
(410) 269-2847, or fax to 14101 974-2019. or email to
jtorre@elections.state.md.us. Comments must be received
not later than 5 p.m., October 18. 2004. No public hearing
has been scheduled.

.02 Persons Entitled to Seek Confidentiality.
A. —C. itext unchanged)
D. Vietim of or Witness to Felony.
(1) Subject to appropriate documentation satisfactory
to the [election director] local board., an individual may re-
quest confidentiality if the individual is a victim of or a wit-

PROPOSED ACTION ON REGULATIONS

ness to a felony or a delinquent act that, if committed by an
adult, would be a felony.
(2) (text unchanged)

E. Others. Subject to appropriate documentation satisfac-
tory to the [election director] local board, an individual may
request confidentiality on the grounds that the disclosure of
the individual's residence address or telephone number:

(1) — (2) (text unchanged)

.03 Applications.

A, Form. A person seeking to keep a record confidential .
shall apply in writing to the [election director] local board.,
on a form approved by the State Administrator.

B. (text unchanged)

.04 Consideration of Request.
A, Discretion Required.

(1) Except as provided in §A(2) of this regulation, the
[election director] local board shall determine, in [his or
her] ifs discretion, whether to grant a request for confiden-
tiality.

(2) The [election director] local board shall automati-
cally grant a request made by the State on behalf of a victim
or witness under Regulation .02D(2) of this chapter.

B. Verification.
(1) The [election director] local board shall:
(a) — (¢) (text unchanged)
(2) — (3) (text unchanged)
C. Confidentiality Pending Decision.

(1) Pending a decision on the application, the [election
director] local board shall take steps to assure that the
records are not revealed to the public.

(2) If a request is made for access to a record for which
an application for confidentiality has been made under this
chapter, the [election director] local board shall complete
the application review process before granting or denying
the request.

(3) (text unchanged)

.05 Confidentiality Procedures.

A. Requirement. Each [election director] local board
shall adopt procedures and methods for ensuring that confi-
dential records are not revealed to the public.

B. — D. (text unchanged)

.06 Status Reviews.

A. Periodic Review. [An election director] The local board
shall review all records designated as confidential under
this chapter on a regular basis, at least twice during each
4-year election cycle.

B. Review on Request for Access. If a request is made for
access to a record designated as confidential under this
chapter, the [election director] local board shall review the
confidentiality designation before denying the request.

C. Scope of Review. In this review. the [election director]
local board shall:

(1) — 121 (text unchanged)

.07 Revocation of Designation. ;

A. In General. If, as the result of a review or for any other
reason. [an election director] a local board decides to revoke
a designation of confidentiality, the [election director] local .
board shall give the registered voter or candidate an oppor-
tunity to:
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Alcohol deaths rise on roads

Drunken-driving fatalities up from 11 to 25 last year; Police say
no cause for alarm; Worst period for incidents in the county
since 1993

By Sarah Schaffer
Sun Staff

September 19, 2004

The number of deaths caused by crashes involving alcohol climbed drastically last year in Anne Arundel
County, making it the county's worst year for fatal drunken-driving crashes since 1993, according to
recently released state figures.

Anne Arundel County recorded 25 alcohol-related traffic fatalities last year, up from 11 the year before,

"It's a very frightening thing," said Leslie Thomas, a spokeswoman for the Central Maryland chapter of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving. "I would say that people who drive on our roads should be very, very
concerned."

Although the number more than doubled in a 12-month span, state officials say the county has no more
of a problem with drunken driving than other Maryland jurisdictions.

"Just because [the number of fatalities] is up one year doesn't mean that it won't be down again," said
State Highway Administration spokesman David Buck, pointing out seesawing statistics in a number of
counties.

Prince George's County recorded 29 alcohol-related traffic fatalities last year, a drop from 35 the year
before but still the most in the state. Over the previous decade, the number had risen as high as 49 and
dropped to as low as 25.

Baltimore County was second in alcohol-related traffic fatalities last year, with 27; Anne Arundel was
third. Among other Baltimore-area jurisdictions, Baltimore City had 11, Carroll County had four,
Harford County had three and Howard County had two.

According to the state figures, seven of the 24 Maryland jurisdictions had increases in alcohol-related
traffic fatalities, though no others were in the Baltimore area.

Buck said one year of unusual numbers, high or low, does not constitute a trend. He said state officials
are most concerned about rural counties where rates of alcohol-related traffic fatalities are much higher
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Alcohol deaths rise on roads Page 2 of 2

than in congested areas.

He pointed to figures showing that Garrett County had the highest fatality rate last year, 2.67 per 100
million vehicles miles traveled. Anne Arundel had a rate of 1.06.

Lt. William R. Krampf of the Anne Arundel County police agreed that the rising number of fatalities in
the county, although unfortunate, is not cause for alarm.

"As far as I'm concerned ... [the number] is pretty average," said Krampf, who heads the department's
traffic safety section.

According to the State Highway Administration, Arundel has averaged 20 alcohol-related fatalities a
year since 1992. The most was 27 in 1993, and the fewest was 11 in 2002.

Krampf said police have addressed the issue in the past by targeting what he called the region's
"problem areas," where a number of fatal crashes have occurred.

The department also conducts regular sobriety checkpoints and driver education initiatives, some of
which are funded in part by the State Highway Administration.

As of Thursday, the county had recorded 28 traffic fatalities this year.

Krampf was not certain how many were alcohol-related, but he said he thinks the year-end figure will be
lower than last year's.

Krampf said drunken-driving prevention programs have had an impact but that he thinks the public does
not view drunken driving as a serious problem.

"Drinking alcohol is legal. And ... until you get groups of people to understand that they need to have
designated drivers, those tragedies will occur," Krampf said. "You're going to have people who think,
"This is not going to happen to me."

Buck agreed that a cultural shift is needed to further reduce the death toll and added that education and
outreach initiatives will help to make the change over many years.

"Eventually," Buck said, "it will become a change that is part of [the public's] values, [but] it takes a lot
of time to get these things through to people."

Copyright © 2004, The Baltimore Sun
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Saving lives

Sept. 20, 2004 12:00 AM

Sometimes minutes really count.

When a person collapses with cardiac arrest, about the only way to get the heart
beating again is with a shock from a defibrillator.

Every minute of delay cuts the chance of survival 7 to 10 percent. By the time
paramedics arrive, it's often too late.

Just 5 percent of victims manage to pull through after sudden cardiac arrest. It kills
250,000 Americans a year.

Those grim statistics spurred efforts to put automated external defibrillators, which a
layperson can use, in public places.

But the question lingered: Do the defibrillators really make a difference? The answer
is in. And it's such a deafening "yes" that we should make a strong push for
widespread distribution of the devices.

A study published last month in the New England Journal of Medicine looked at the
effects of putting defibrillators in recreation centers, hotels and other public places.
Victims of cardiac arrest were almost twice as likely to survive when they were
treated with cardiopulmonary resuscitation and a defibrillator compared with CPR
alone.

It's harder to say the word "defibrillator” than to use one. The latest models have
audio and literally tell you exactly what to do. There's no risk of shocking someone
by mistake: The machines check for a heartbeat and will not administer a jolt unless
necessary.

The price isn't cheap, but it's hardly prohibitive: about $2,000 for some of the most
common models, plus some costs for maintenance, training and medical oversight.
The machines aren't meant to be stand-alones but be part of an overall emergency
plan.

As for liability, all states have adopted legal protection for "good Samaritans" who
use defibrillators, and Arizona has one of the stronger laws.

There are compelling reasons to include schools among the places that routinely
have defibrillators. Besides the staff members who work there, schools often have
adults on site for their own and community gatherings. There are also rare cases
when a student's life will be saved. Students who are hit in the chest with a ball, for
instance, may go into cardiac arrest. With defibrillation, they recover completely.

And now, it's easier to get a defibrillator for home use. Last week, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration made the sensible decision to stop requiring a doctor's
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Saving lives

prescription for the average person to buy the machine.

If a person collapses, though, the first step is still to call 911. And it's important to be
able to do CPR.

But overall, Gordon Ewy, director of the Sarver Heart Center at the University of
Arizona, says having a defibrillator on hand is "a great idea."

It's like a fire extinguisher, he says. You still call emergency services, but you may
be able to prevent a disaster before they arrive.

Email this article Click to send
Print this article Click to print
Most popular pages Today | This Week
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washingtonpost.com YADVERTIVING

Firefighter Picked as New Montgomery Chief

By Katherine Shaver
Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, September 22, 2004; Page B03

Thomas W. Carr Jr., a Montgomery County firefighter and paramedic for nearly 30 years, was named
chief of the county's Fire and Rescue Service yesterday.

Carr, the first person to lead a united force of paid and volunteer firefighters in the county, was
appointed by Montgomery Executive Douglas M. Duncan (D). He said one of his initial tasks will be
gaining the trust of the several hundred volunteer firefighters, many of whom had fought the creation of
his new position.

"It all starts with good, strong communication," Carr said.

Most large urban jurisdictions have switched to all paid firefighters. But volunteers in Montgomery have
retained much community support and significant political clout, fighting off several attempts to
consolidate authority under one paid chief. The 19 volunteer chiefs have shared power with a career fire
chief, a civilian fire administrator and a seven-member Fire and Rescue Commission. The County
Council voted unanimously in May to unite career and volunteer firefighters under one chief starting in

January.

Carr, 50, of Colesville, has been chief of the county's 1,000 career firefighters since 2003. He takes over
the new job at a time when the county is struggling with aging fire engines, the potential threat of
terrorist attacks and recent attention to the fact that, in an increasingly diverse county, white men make
up 89 percent of its recent firefighting recruit class.

Michael J. Weiner, president of the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department, said Carr will have to
work hard to gain volunteers' trust.

"We've certainly had our disagreements in the past with the county and Chief Carr and a number of
policies that were implemented without our input," Weiner said. ". . .This is not something that's going
to be healed overnight. These relationships have been festering for dozens of years."

Ken Holden, a volunteer member of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad and president of the
Montgomery County Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association, said the "overwhelming majority" of
volunteer firefighters support Carr.

"I won't sugarcoat it and say every volunteer in Montgomery County loves him," Holden said. "Some
people wanted an outsider, but the majority are confident in Tom Carr and his ability to lead both
groups."

Duncan also appointed Arthur Holmes Jr., a former planning commission chairman, as director of the
county's Department of Public Works and Transportation. Holmes, 73, of Olney, recently oversaw

Duncan's "Go Montgomery" program aimed at easing traffic congestion.

Holmes's position pays $155,000. Carr's salary will be $161,000.
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Upcounty shouldn’t have to fight for basic services

G )

Open letter to County Co:mc:buan
Michael Knapp:

I have heard that Adventist Health
Care’s em facility has been de-
nied a@%ﬂt take for the
“powers that be" To recognize the situ-
ation here in Germantown?

Finally there’s a service provider
that is on the ball enough to proac-
tively solve a problem for our com-
munity (i.e., Shady Grove Adventist
sees the clear need for an upcounty
emergency facility to support the
needs of our residents, and alleviate
the overcrowding at their main facil-
ity), and they are shot down.

[just find it very difficult to believe
that the Maryland Health Care Com-
mission, with no representation from
our county, can dictate our fate.

The infrastructure in the upcounty
is inadequate to support our rapidly
growing population. My kids attend
an elementary school with more than
1,000 students, 17 portable classrooms,
and we had to fight hard for two vears
to get approval for the completion of a
six<classroom wing that is finally
under construction, in spite of the
overwhelming evidence that we

would need it as the school was being
built just four years ago.

Shady Grove Adventist Hospital in
Rockville is the closest hospital to Ger-
mantown (it is approximatel seven
miles from my home), with Sub
Hospital and Holy Cross Hospllal each
about 30 minutes from here (assuming
no traffic). Why should I have drive for
a minimum of 15 minutes (again, as-
suming no traffic) to get to the nearest
hospital emergency facility for emer-
gency services when [ could drive for
three minutes down Route 118?

According to a recent Gazette arti-
cle (“State health care board denies
Germantown emergency center,” Sept.
15), Shady Grove Adventist Hospital’s
emergency room handles three times
the national average of emergency vis-
its each year — second in the state
only to Johns Hopkins Hospital in Bal-
timore — with more than 30,000 pa-
tients from Germantown.

Not only would this facilitv be a
benetit to the citizens of German-
town, but it would also benefit
everyone in need of emergency serv-
ices at the Shady Grove Hospital’s
main emergency room by alleviating

the overcrowding there.

It is ludicrous that the commis-
sion would make this decision with-
out witnessing the kind of growth
we are expenencm% in German-
town, Boyds and Clarksburg, not to
mention continuing expansion in
Rockville and Gaithersburg. It's
about time Germantown and the up-
county region gets a break and does-
n't have to fight for basic resources.

Susan Burkinshaw, Germantown

The writer is president of the
KingsView Village Homeowners Associ-
ation and treasurer of Matsunaga Ele-

mentary School PTA.
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BY DEBHA GEORGE SIEDT
Daily Record Business Writer

Health experts from the United States
and Great Britain are hopeful a three-day
conference on terrogism and trauma at the
University of Maryland School of
Medicine in Baltimore will benefit both
countries and, eventually, the world.

The U.K.-based Royal Society of
Medicine and the Association of Academic
Health Centers in Washington planned the
conference, meant to be an annual event, to
highlight how each country responds to ter-
rorism and handles mass trauma.

The conference, which ends today, in-
cludes lectures on financing emergency pre-

[
¥ 3T

UM e'vent has Lessons fo'r handlmg mass tmuma |

paredness, resuscitating patients argman-
aging terrorist-inflicted injuries. Northrop
Grumman Corp., the Maryland Emergen-
cy Management Agency, Baltimore-based
Vertis Inc., a technology-based marketing
company, Sallie Mae and the Emergency
Medicine Interest Group at the University
of Maryland sponsored the conference.

“It's an international exchange of infor-
mation from real experts,” said Colin F.
Mackenzie, professor and director of the
University of Maryland School of Medicine.
“We're looking at the perspective from ei-
ther side of the ‘Atlantic.”

Maryland has not had to manage many

2}
SEE HEALTH PAGE 8A
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events with high numbers of fatalities,
according to the state’s Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner. The state han-
dled fits largest mass fatality incident in
1087 when two trains collided in Chase, a
muuborhood in eastern Baltimore Coun-
ty. In that accident, 176 people were in-
jured and 16 died.

_The state acknowledges the accident .

mmummastwowell-knmter-

] " ‘died and the attacks of Sept. 11,
m ; which resulted in 3,030 deaths.
brought us here [to the con-
feteuce], but terrorism is linked to that,”
,Bnhn J. Browne, director of emer-
m medical services at the University
of Maryland Medical Center.

The Office of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer plans to improve technology to
better respond to mass fatality incidents.
It wants to link state databases and use
global positioning technology to docu-
ment debris and landmarks to speed re-
sponse time. _

Part of the conference focused on dif-
ferences in how the two countries handle

o

‘ a terrorist threat is very real,” ¢
mass fatality incidents —

na Gty bombing in which 168

terrorism, including the fact that Great
Britain relies more heavily on surveillance.

“The U.S. and the UK. have different
legal policies,” said Mackenzie. “They can
learn from that.”

Yesterday’s conference schedule in-
cluded a series of point/counterpoint pre-
sentations in the morning on how to treat
trauma patients. Presenters discussed the
use of “damage control,” a method used to
stabilize patients who are severely wound-
ed, usually by gunshots or bomb blasts.

\ - “The whole issue of how to deal w

Mackenzie. “Bombing remains ﬂxe OBt
hkelvt.th :
“The approximately mpeople

" ing the conference concluded y

with tours of the R Adams Cowley Stpck
Trauma Center, the EMS Systems Com-
munication/enter at the Maryland Insti-
tute for Emergency Medical Services Sys-
tems, the lan ison Center and
bio-safety labs.

Today, the attendees will considef the
education and training of trauma respon-
ders, research on terrorist threats and
trauma and terrorist injuries.

“We're hopeful a publication will come
out of the conference,” said Mackenzie.
“Then, other countries will be able to ben-
efit, not just the U.S. and Great Brita.inj)




muaupnda( an4
19LS1( Wiopaal ] ApAsayLg
J2INSEA)
‘paeag 3 stuud(
‘Aunwwod
Y1 2AIIS 0] 2IAY 21,9M ‘[Te oYY
"SIA[ISINO
asIBl oM SPUny A1 SE [[2m Se Juaw
-WaA0F AJuno)) [[oLe)) WOoIj 1201
am Aauow ay puads am moy isnl wimy
MOYS pue WIY yiim 129w 0) pe[d 2q
I1.1 “jooq auoydajar ayy uy parsty |
— W [[€D 0] WIY JUWOJ[oM OS[E |
"wodas A[iuowr JuaLIND IN0 MIIAI
01 9[qe 2q [[,°H 'pieoq une[Ing
no Yoayd pue Aep auo uaunredaq
SIL] 10ISI] WOPADL] [IASINAS
2y Aq doap 01 uoldfNY) "I AAUI |
“I1e2 auoyd suo
Yum pue Apyoinb paoaLion usaq aey
swarqord asoyy ‘oououadxas Aw w
INq — 2JE 212U} 13q NO A ;2WT] 0] UM
woy Futf[iq yum swojqoxd asay) ary
'sosn A[[IAsayAS Auedwod iy ynm
passardwr A194 u2aq aaey | ‘Surq
souenqure jo uondaour ayy sourg
@ W Amowgip pey 4]

9
-1urey S1y pue UoR[N “IW 1ey Aued
-Wod OM() Y} [PIM FRI[TIR] Jou ure
[ -aremejaq ut Avedwoo Sutiq € asn
Anmo) [loue) w sjuounredap a1y
jo Kyuofeur oy ‘mouy | S Tej sy
‘sigouaq pue saurefes Aed 01 1snf
suojyd Swistel-puny Ino 3SEIOUT O
paau PINOM M ‘saTuow Julf[iq DY
-nqure A} NOYIM eyl dZI[eas mou
am ‘DoIsIoap sty yum paseald Ajpen
-1t J0u Sem Juduredap mo y3noyiy
-301A10$ JOUB[NQUIE 0] [[Iq 01 A1uno)
{loue) ur syusuigedop a1y 193
-unjoA Y [[B PI0J0J SIQUOISSTIILIOD
Aunod jo preoq snoiadid InQ
‘suoneziuedio Jyjorduou
£(2)106 e Jo sanmbax 301A19G 2nud
-A9Y [ewu] Ay Yorym “uodsy 066
[1apayd §Jeak snoiadd 1o juaund
MO MAIAI 01 W 19eIU0d Kew Aap
“quatoyyns jou st uodai ey Jj “uonels
N0 JO J00[J 18J1J 3y UO preoq Una[Ing
ap uo maia ureid wr passod s
‘podai s Jomsean Ajyuout
mo Je oO[ pue dum Aue je Juow
aredop 1o Aq awod ues orgnd A
jJo Jquaw Aue JEY) SUBAW JeY]
‘wado waaq 3AwY $00Q

5 Q[1ASYAS ‘(Tamsean s yuauwnredap

) OS[E W ) JOqUIDUW JANOE UB Ud3Y

aney | tey sreak (¢ 1sed oy 1sed) 18
10] “BL) ST MOWY p[noys 3y 1eYM

"2u0 RUNNTI| B §I

. ‘syo0q a1 uado 01 paau saruedwod

any ‘paajoaut st Kouow orjqnd 2duts,,
eyl uonsagdns s uopn) IN

‘spuewap Areradpng

SuIsLaIOUI N0 1331 0} PApaoU Aduow

Suturewar oy ‘astel juawuredap

INO JO SIAQUIALL IIINUNOA Y1 'SLOJJD
Fuisiv-punj JAYI0 PUB  [EAIUIRD
2AUp 1on3] [enuue Ino ydnory],
'sasuadxa Ino [ 19400
01 4INOUd 10U S1 DAIDAL IM AdUOW
ay sasuadxa Funesado pue souw
-fes g dja Joj wawwidaos Auno)
jloue) ysnoay spuny ajqnd dA12021
saop wawpedap o ysinoyy
‘Anunuwiwod FuiMoId-1se) 1o
01 a01as Kouadzawsd Anjenb amnsus
0] pUE “SIQLUALW 132JUNJOA D1 JUdLU
-opdwod o1 ppuuosiad awn-ued T
PUE W0 T2 PAPPE ABY IM
U IYIASINAS Ul — SIRAA [RIDADN
18] Y1 19A0 e uf sk (¢ wed
Ay a0 Ajeanewrelp padueydy sey
WIAS SWH/IE S A0 [jouwyy
1By} 22130 am “ISOWRI0} puE 181
gra LS o ¢das xou oy
s pyM Ino Funjzzy o sjuaurumdap
any JaaunjoA JL., ‘H00T 6 1dag)
U0 uyor Aq ajFng Yy ul utun
-[05 U221 A 0] Asuodsal ul JudL
-uedaqq a1, 10UISI] WOPaaL] A[tA
-5a3AS 3} JO J{eyaq uo Junum w |

Aunyruos a1qnd oy uado pue
‘MaIA3] 0) uado INAIE All4
R ¢ 144 utyx
(1] 929

Do1asag buiddy gy joyid;)

0000

v002 2Z d3S
ATNIIM
aW ‘9HnEsy¥3IaI3

379v3 9HNEsSH3A13



DAILY TIMES

SALISBURY, MD
THURSDAY 27,994
SEP 23 2004

A

capitalClipping Service

5 1. “

.x.3en "

Red Knights thankful
for Bike Week support

Mg,

The membership of Maryland
Chapter 3 Red Knights International
Motarcycle Club thanks those who
made this year's Delmarva Bike Week
an overwhelming success.

We thank the folks at Harley-
Davidson of Ocean City for their
support and help in raising almost
$2,000 from our second annual Mister
Whippy lce Cream Ride to Chincoteague.
Money raised from this event goes to
numerous charitable efforts and
projects throughout the year.

Part of the money also goes into
our Burn-Out Fund, established to
provide aid to those on the Eastern
Shore who have suffered a loss due to
fire.

We thank the Maryland State
Police, along with the Worcester
County Sheriff's Department and the
Police Departments of Ocean City,
Berlin, Snow Hill and Chincoteague,
for their help in traffic control and for
providing public safety in all aspects
of the events of Bike Week.

We thank the mayor and city
council of Ocean City for allowing the
9-11 Remembrance Parade to take
place, and allowing us to help Delmarva
Bike Week raise nearly $5,000 for the
Ocean Cify Paramedics Foundation.

We thank the fire companies of
Berlin and Ocean Pines for use of
their aerial fire apparatus and for
setting up an American flag-draped
arch at the parade’s entrance to Ocean
Downs.

We thank “Salty” Selthoffer for
inviting us to be a part of his 9-11
Memorial Service at the All-Star
Chopper Show. This was a show of his
support of the Red Knights and the
support of the emergency services
community. We were honored and
proud to be a part of his event.

All in all, the efforts of the
Maryland 3 Red Knights helped raise
nearly $7.000 during Delmarva Bike
Week. This is money used right here
on the Eastern Shore.

Lastly. the Maryland 3 Red Knights
thanks Berlin. Ocean Citv. Ocean
Pines and neighboring areas for being
tolerant of Bike Week. Like any other
big event of the season — Sprinfest.
Senior Week. Fireman's Week,
Cruisers Week and Sunfest — there
are crowds, noise, tratfic congestion
and disruptions.

Most importantly. there is a good
time with familv and friends. a great
opportunity for community
invalvement and an ever-growing
overall inerease n local business.

Thanks to all who helped make this
vear's Bike Week o suceess, and

thanks for the support of vour
Maryland 3 Red Knights.
Larry Sackadorf
Ocean City
Sackadorf is president of The
Marviand 3 Red Knights. a motorcyele
club made up of firefighters. Its nearly
100 members represent nearly 25 different
fire companies on Delmarva. Visit
www redknightsmd3.org for more
information.
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New safetv measures
in place at hospitals

Visitors limited at emergency rooms
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CONTINUED FROM 1B h

other areas to enhance
patient and employee safety,”
said Marlene Beard, system
director for emergency serv-
ices at WMHS. “Our intent is
not to unfairly restrict access
to patients and their families;
it is to enhance our safety pre-
cautions by making sure that
those who are in the emer-
gency department have a
need to be there.”

All members of the medical
staff and health system
employees will continue to
have unrestricted, immediate
access to the department via
their WMHS name badges,
which are linked to the new

The iealth syshem has ﬂm‘{
ited access to the labor and
delivery unit at Memorial
since the unit opened in 2000.
Its card-control dccess sys-
tem has worked well for
employees and medical staff,
and patients and their families
appreciate the added security
measure.

“Patient and employee safe-
ty is paramount to us at
WMHS,” concluded Beard.
“The community’s coopera-
tion with these new security
measures will be greatly
appreciated as we strive to
create a safer environment of |
care for our patients.”
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Road East, the BOdlot Hz)mellancl site that extends |
into~Girerres County, an 800-unit senior living |

See Growth, Page A-2

Oprah salutes

James Gatling, Surrattsville High School secur

l
member on his walkie-talkie on Tuesday, while :
O C a e rO e S the security desk. The school's five-person seci
using cameras. In a random survey of 38 count
BY DAVID ANDERSON ..) e of only six that had beth si_da and main entranc

STAFF WRITER - 4]

County fire personnel gathered together Mon- | '
day for an emotional viewing of an “Oprah Win- ‘ B h
frey Show” episode that included appearances | ranc Ven
from three of their own. -

About 20 members of the Prince George's | .
County Fire/EMS Department congregated inthe | WOOdya;Td CTOSSZ?ZQ Complet

multipurpose room of the county Fire Services |
Building in Landover Hills to watch the episode. | _ BY TIFFANY YOUNG _
The show — which saluted fire heroes from will be 1

|

' STAFF NRITER has h
across the country — featured Lt. Elmer “Dino” | nﬁz reﬁ‘-
Mahaffey reuniting with two other county fire- | Five new sto'es are set to open “[We]
fighters, Lt. Kenneth Ward and Emergency Re-
sponse Technician Philip Bird.

The county firefighters appeared alongside
Hollywood stars John Travolta, Joaquin Phoenix
and Jacinda Barrett, cast members of the upcom-
ing firefighter film “Ladder 49."

Ward and Bird participated in Mahaffey’s res-
cue from an Oxon Hill house fire in February. On

See Oprah, Page A-2 ~
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president of the Greater Acco-

Oprah

Continued from Pa(]e A1 A

the show, they were credited
with being the first two firefight-
ers to reach Mahaffey as he lay
unconscious in a sinoke-filled
second-floor bedroom.

Ward and Bird then pushed
Mabhaffey out a second-floor
window to other firefighters
who lowered him to the ground.

“It makes my heart ftel good
to see the love and the compas-
sion and family bonds tl:t fire-
fighters have for each other
Maj. Carla Blue said aftcr the
segment.

Blue, a 15-year veteran cf the
department, said she and Ma-
haffey spent their first yeai on
the job together.

“It's unfortunate that we Fad

to go through the fear of losing
one of our own,” she said. “It
turned out to be a success
story.”

Today, Mahaffey is in good
shape, although he is still recov-
ering from burns and respirato-
ry problems.

Ward and Bird did not know
they would appear on the
“Oprah” show. Last week they
traveled to Detroit thinking they
were filming a documentary
about firefighters. As they par-
ticipated in what they thought
was an interview, Travolta and
the other Ladder 49 stars ap-
peared and told them they were
to travel to Chicago for a taping
of the episode. Travolta himself
flew the firefighters there in his
private jet.

While watching the show, the
fire personnel laughed at Ward
and Bird's jocular antics on the

tes,LLC
‘estors
301-595-3838
301-595-4599
1@AOL.COM

plane. But when teir cuiiu aves
reunited with Mahaffey on
stage, the room grew silent; eyes
became moist.

On screen, the firefighters
hugged each other and wept
freely. Winfrey and the “Ladder
49" cast, who trained with Balti-
more firefighters for several
months for their roles, cried as
well,

Mabhaffey struggled to keep
his composure as he presented
Ward and Bird with the depart-
ment’s highest honor, the Medal
of Valor, for their actions.

“Ward and Bird are symbols
of all the firefighters and para-
medics involved in the rescue,”
fire department spokesman
Mark Brady said after the
episode.

E-mail David Anderson at
danderson@gazette.net.

Stores

Continued from Page A-1

the construction.

“I would love to see more
stores coming over here,"
said Beatty. “The more peo-
nle who come through this
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Ehrlich nominates
ex-federal official

for state health post |

Silver Spring resident
who served under Reagan,
Bush to start next month

By DaviD NITKIN
SUNSTAFF

A veteran federal official who
held department management
posts in the Reagan and first
Bush administrations was nomi-
nated by Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich
Jr. yesterday to replace de-
parting state health secretary
Nelson J. Sabatini.

S. Anthony McCann, 61,
would earn $155,000 a year as
secretary of the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene, a
job he is scheduled to start next
month.

The department manages
more than $6 billion in state and
federal funds, including nearly
$4 billion for Medicaid pro-
grams, and is viewed as a proba-
ble source of spending cuts as
Ehrlich seeks to balance the
budget without new taxes.

Currently a top financial ad-
ministrator with the Smithso-
nian Institution, MeCann was
assistant secretary at the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services from 1986 to 1989, and
assistant secretary at the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs
from 1989 to 1993.

He has also held staff posi-
tions on Senate and House fis-
cal committees.

In an interview yesterday, the
lifelong Silver Spring resident
said he was drawn to the state
job by Ehrlich’s approach to
public policy, which he called
“extraordinarily good,” and for &
chance to manage his own de-
partment after years as a federal
financial officer.

“There were & lot of things
that were easy to say when you
are & fed,” he said. “Now I actu-
allv try to get to operate some-
thing. That's the attractiveness
of this job.”

Sabatini, who recruited
MecCann for the position, said he
respects his successor’s abilities.

“He’s a first-rate manager. He
nnderetsnns bhig organizations

and he's always appreciated the
role of career employees,” Saba-
tini said. “He’s worked on the
Republican side of the aisle ever
since I've known him, but he
does not let his ideology get in
the way of his brain”

Sabatini is completing his sec-
ond stint as health secretary,
having also served under Gov.
William Donald Schaefer.

He is retiring at the end of the
month to spend more time with
family in Hawaii and to start a
consulting business.

Others considered for the job
included former Sen. Robert R.
Neall, who withdrew late in the
selection process; and Sen. An-
drew P. Harris, an anesthesiolo-
gist whose candidacy drew criti-
cism because of his strong anti- .
abortion views.

MecCann said he is pro-abor-
tion rights. The secretary’s posi-
tion is subject to confirmation
by the state Senate, where Dem-
ocrats hold a 33-14 majority.

Also yesterday, Ehrlich named
two deputy secretaries for the
department, promoting long-
time agency staffer John G.
Folkemer and tapping Del. Van
T. Mitchell, a Charles County
Democrat.

Mitchell, 48, has been chair-
man for the last two years of the
House subcommittee that over-
sees the health department’s
budget.

“It became obvious to me that |
with the pressures of health care |
continuing to increase and the
older, aging population and
things like that, you're going to
have to be innovative and cre-
ative and find new ways of
stretching the dollar in order to
meet the needs of the people,”
Mitchell said. “That’s a huge
challenge.”

Mitchell is replacing Arlene
Stephenson, a 22-year depart-
ment veteran who has been a
deputy secretary for five years.
Stephenson said she is moving
to a position at Springfield Hos-
pital Center, a psychiatric insti-
tution in Carroll County, next
month.

Sun staff writer Andrew A.
Green conlributed lo this arti-
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Friendsville VFD
Receives $96,300

Grant Forquoﬁlp.
Friendsviile unteer
Fire_and Rescue Depart-
ment has received a $96,300
grant from_1he Department
of Homeland Security's Of-
fice tor Domestic Prepared-
ness in cooperation with the
U.S. Fire Administration,
Congressman Roscoe Bart-
lett announced yesterday.

"This is a big boost to our
fire safety," said Friendsville
fire chief Terry Spear. "we
are very excited and will
now be able to purchase
much needed safety equip-
ment for our firefighters.”

In addition to Friends-
ville, three other western
Maryland volunteer fire de-
partments were also award-
ed funding: Midland,
$165,320; Bowman's Addi-
tion, $90,296; and Wil-
liamsport, $135,990.

"These federal grants are
part of the federal govern-
ment's effort to equip our
nation's first responders,”
said Bartlett. "Firefighters
give their ume and energy
and put their lives in harm's
way to protect US. After
Sept. 11, 2001, they also
know they might face the
need to respond to terrorist
attacks. The new and im-
proved operations and safe-
ty equipment that will be
purchased with these grants
will improve the capability
of western Maryland's fire-
fighters to respond to emer-
gencies and protect the lives
and property of everyone in
the surrounding communi-
ties."

iy
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Annual ceremony honors
of fire seryice
A memorial service 10noring
m_embers_of the Baltimore County
Fire Service who died in the past 12
months will be held 6:30 p.m. Sun-
g;y.h S;PL 26. ar Towson United
ethodist Church, 501 Hampt
Lane. e

The annual memoria service hon-
ors all career and volunteer firefight-
€rs. emergency medical personnel,
ladies’ auxiliary members and other
fire service members who have died,

on and off duty.

This year's service includes 25
volunteers from the Arbutus, Boring,
Bowleys Quarters. Butler, Cockeys-
ville, Glyndon, Jacksonville, Kings-
ville, Lansdowne, Liberty Road.
Long Green, Maryland Line, Owings
Mills, Pikesville and Woodlawn
companies.

Three of those who will be
remembered Sunday died in the line
of duty. They are First Specialist
Thomas Brown of Dundalk Station
No. 6. Firefighter Richard Jones of
the Marvland Line Volunteer Fire
Co. and Firefighter/EMT Connie
Bomman of the Middle River Vol-
unteer Ambulance Rescue Co,

— Mary T. Robbiny

2 il
£



Physicians planning

s legislative ses-

1 possible re-

forms — ranging from a lower limit
[See Doclors, 58]

* gaid Dr. John Caruso, a

1d continue until Dec. 1, when
surgeon. “It's an effort on our part to neurosurgeon.

malpractice insurance premiums for
doesn't act by then, the doctors
would decide how to proceed after

“Walking, quitting, resigning, leav-
ing, taking sabbaticals for six

The doctors’ action is the latest
salvo in a continuing battle over mal-

increase that.
months — we're going to put it all on

day afternoon. Riggle said the action
next year are due; if the legislature
practice. This year

sion considered severa

or, “pain and suf-

t of the state's wou

doctors, adding to the heated debate

over how to control insurance rates
aid Dr. Karl P. Riggle, a the line,

ob action’ is the right

He said “the vast majority of spe-
eialists” in the area had agreed to
y meeting of the medical staff of
shington County Hospital yester-

On top of a 28 percent
this year, it will push premiums as

high as $150,000 for some doctors.

“I guess ‘j

remiums for next year for the in-
word forit” s

ake a statement.”

that doctors say will drive some out

of practice or out of state.

surer that covers mos

p

<= ‘Job action to protest

malpractice system

[Doctors, from Page 18]

fering” awards to mandatory
mediation — but none passed.
In addition, the issue has been
hotly debated in Congress,
which has also been deadlocked,
and in legislatures in other
states.

The Western Maryland doc-
tors’' strategy met with stern
disapproval from a key legisla-
tive leader. “The General As-
sembly is not going to respond
to that kind of tactic,” said Sen-
ate President Thomas V. Mike
Miller, a Democrat who has op-
posed malpractice reform.

Call for special session

Miller repeated his call for a
special session to create a state
fund to freeze malpractice rates
at their current level. That,
Miller said, could stabilize rates
and allow next year's regular
session to consider other re-
forms being studied by a task
force of senators and another
named by Republican Gov. Rob-
ert L. Ehrlich Jr.

“The governor needs to spend
some time in Annapolis and
meet with me and with the
[House] Speaker [Michael E.
Buschl” Miller said. “We could

that he was not aware of other |
groups of doctors considering |
actions similar to the one in Ha-
gerstown, which he termed “a
cry for help.”

While he added that MedChi
“cannot encourage actions that
might jeopardize patients’ inter-
ests,” Preston said doctors
wanted a full package of reforms
but would support stabilization
if that were “the only thing that
can be achieved at this time.”

Washington County doctors
have a track record of getting ac-
tion by curtailing their services.
In a 2002 dispute over reimburse-
ment rates, doctors declined to
be on call for the hospital’s
trauma center, shutting it for four
months. The state created a fund
to pay doctors for treating unin-
sured trauma patients.

Impact on patients

The doctors said they are not
putting patients in jeopardy
with their planned action.

“We're not going to not see
someone and let them put their
health at risk,” said Dr. Jeffrey
Jones, a cardiologist. “It's the
elective stuff we’re forgoing.”

He said his group includes
eight of the nine cardiologists in

HETAFF

hospitals tied tc medical

The action comes eight days after join in the action during the quar-

In the first concerted action by

doctors in Maryland to force legisla-

W. Md. doctors to protest malpractice system

Rising premiums prompt
refusal (o see most patients

By M. WIL.LIAM SALGANIK

=
<
[
v

«

SUN
15.

Medical Mutual Liabilitv Insur-
ance Society of Maryland, the
major insurer, seeking unneces-
sarily large reserves — were con-
tributing to the high premiums.
As for the Hagerstown action,
he sald previous predictions of
doctors leaving their practices
had been incorrect. and “we'll
believe it when we see it.”

T. Michael Preston. executive
directer of MedChi. the

S B solve this in a few hours” the county, and deciding to par-

= + Ehrlich spokesmen could not ticipate in the action was “a ter-
La=cy T @ be reached 1_35t night. The_gpv- rible, hard decision.” The group,
SEEIS £RT ernor has said that he is willing he said, had just invested in a
E¥%%w w&E to support & stabilization fund, pew building and equipment.
EXZSBE S but only as part of a package Byt he said, “We need to take
wEe 8 E o B that would change the way the tjme away from the practice to
R 5. 8 z court_ system deals with mal- f5eus on the erisis.”
= £+ | 2 == practice cases. He has blamed Caruso, the neurosurgeon,
eEEZ | B & trial lawyers and lawmakers — gaiq threats of lawsuits were
= c;baff 5 g Miller, in particular — for leading many in his specialty to
— - — L - s B s |
ER=8% = bl‘gfﬂ?gf‘g?gg‘en cookesmay 2VOId cases, such as those of |
e £ for the M iland ‘-,I?r.la? Lawv;"rs: trauma patients. He said that
== Lo ET ) S W ; b )
ZE8E é g = Association, said last night that g;‘:g::lfflgee c{i)fc ;]hc::séem(gs;eg }::
TEES 3 other factors — such as the : =7
< £

c @

2EE

state

schools, where the institution
pays malpractice premiums.

He said he favored a system of
having medical experts review |
malpractice cases, similar to the
one used in Indiana. “You can't
expect juries to understand the
nuances of a stroke,” he said

“It's not a matter of paving
premiums,” Caruso said. “It's
the onus of having targets on
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P-ville volunteers mark 81

Sl

The 81st annual Perryville Fire
Company banquet opened Saturday
evening on a somber note with a memori-
al for two former company members who
died this year.

“They have answered the last call and
they are now in your station house,” the
Rev. Rudi Sackett said during a prayer for
the late William Knell, a past president
and life member of the company, and the
iate Roy Wood, a past president of the
Maryland State Firemen'’s Association and
an honorary member of the Perryville
company.

As is the tradition at the Perryville
banquet, a bagpiper played a medley of
“God Bless America,” “Amazing Grace” and
“Taps,” followed by a tolling of the fire bell
in the banquet hall lobby.

Gene Worthington of the state fire-
men's association commended the fire
company for including the memorial in its
banquet before passing the microphone
over to John Strause, president of the com-
pany.

“The hardest position within the office
of a volunteer fire company is the office of
president,” Worthington said.

As is often the case with volunteer fire
company banquets, there was a palpable
tension underlying the prevailing good
mood of the event. Strause alluded to dis-
agreements within the company, saying he
was proud of all the volunteers for pulling
together when it mattered.

“We fought as individuals in the meet-
ings, but we fought as a group when the
fire bell rang,” Strause said.

The company's top honor of Firefighte:
of the Year was shared this year by Man
Bannon, who was away on trainin I
the banquet, and Dale Browr :
man who went through traiming over the
past year.

“He got into a firefighting class with a
bunch of young boys and he staved with
them toe-to-toe.” said assistant chief Paul

(/.E‘razier.

By Matt Ward
Record staff

Dale Brown Perryville
Firefighter of the Year, shared the top honor with
Matr Bannon, who was away on training during
Saturdays banguet.

Fire Company

Patrice Bdrcheu taok the honors as the
fire company’s emergency medical service
top responder. With three children to take
care of, Burchett showed dedication to the
company, answering 153 calls, said EMS
captain Brian Wiiiiams.

The company’s top 10 f'pc rz—:mon-:ien'
were Pau!l :
Jr., 255 ca
Thomas
calls; Jocy Barr. 2

“an Ward/Record stafl

Perryville Fire Company EMS Provider

of the Year Parrice Burchert shows off her award.

11 calls; and Rob Burchett, 38 calls.
Perryville Mayor Jim Eberhardt pre-
sented the company with a check from the
town for $25,000. The mavor also present-
a check for $1,000 to the company's fire
_:-n.,ce division.
The town's American Legion post,its
ladies auxilliary and Sons of the American
i donated a combined 35.400 to the

! David D. Rudolph. ¢
ting District 34B
ted citations to the
inners.

ph commented that he'd been
people in the fire company say
thank vou” all night.

“They're thanking us and we're really
snes that should be thanking them.”

-.11[_“ ) —l

1 Democrat rep-
in Cecil County,
company's



Hall plays beat the dock and files for council

By Jennifer Lehman
Staff Writer

(Sept. 24,2004) Councilman Jim Hall filed
for Ocean City’s City Council minutes before
the 5 p.m. deadline on Tuesday, making him
the 14th and final candidate on October’s bal-
lot.

Hall, a councilman since 1986, was hesitant
about filing because he hoped a progression of
younger candidates would be interested in
serving on the council.

"I thought there would be a host of new
candidates coming through that wanted to
do this," he said just after filing. "If there
[were] some up and coming new folks that
would like to get on — some young people that
would like to start down that political path - [
could step aside, but I would like to continue to
serve and keep the consistency of the council
together."

Hall had many supporters urging him to file
for the council including fellow Councilman
Rick Meehan and Mayor Jim Mathias.

"Jimmy Hall, we started out together and we
still stand together in 2004 and ladies and gen-
tlemen I think we need at least one more can-
didate for City Council, don't you?" Mathias
asked the cheering crowd while campaigning
at the Public Safety Building on Monday.

Hall became convinced to re-file and said
he is happy with his decision to run, explaining
he has quite a few projects to finish.

"I love to do it, I enjoy doing it and ... the
town’s at a crossroads that I think it needs a
steady hand and I would like to be part of that
team," Hall said.

Hall said growth is a very important issue in
this town and the people of Ocean City are not
so much concerned with development, but
overdevelopment.

"And that's something I'm going to have to
get a hold of and handle," he said.
"Overdevelopment is not going to be tolerated

OCEAN CITY TODAY/JENNIFER LEHMAN

Councilman Jim Hall files for Ocean City Council just before Tuesday’s 5 p.m. deadline. Hall
hesitated about filling, but said he is happy with his decision to run, explaining he has quite

a few projects to finish.

in this town from here on out.”

Hall also wants to continue his work on the
Police Commission; he has been chairman for
"as many years as | can remember." He also
noted that this is the first year of union negoti-
ations and he really wants the fire and
Emergency Medical Service departments to be
apartofit.” ~

"l am a huge supporter of the police, fire,
EMS, emergency services, and lifeguards and
would like to continue to serve with those folks
because they do such a great job for us," Hall
said. "Td like 1o continue to serve un the Police
Commission, something near and dear to my

heart, as well as the new Fire Commission,
which is just coming out of the gate."

Hall noted the town has a very important
mayor’s race that could change the complexion
of Ocean City - which is a reason Hall wants
the council sticking together.

"I look forward to serving with whoever is
elected, that's what the people have decided.
And either way I'll serve graciously with all of
those and hopetully I can bring some of my
vears experience to those that are new," Hall
said. "The people have spoken, I've listened and
its a new day in Ocean City and that’s why |
filed."
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i :-| gﬂ}g ch VI
- olun-
. o Gocigenty whl Bost the
ol annualﬁmﬂghter’skecog
nition and Remembrance Sunday,
on Sept. 26 at 10:45 am. in the
umtuary of the church at 3837
nPike Jeﬂ‘erson
tO say
e mem rs of

% , the Tirefighters, the
a and the madics who serve

e ma.tu meditation in the
: will be shared by Chip
J , director of Volunteer Fire

and Service for Frederick
County, and other remarks will be

%)’S

the processmn into the church
with the memorial floral wreath.
Special music will be provided by
the Citizen’s Brass Band. There
will be a reading of those who
have died in the past year. There

‘will be a special blessing for the

fire and rescue equipment used by
Company 20.

At the conclusion of the ser-
vice, the memorial wreath will be
taken by the honor guard and the
members of the fire department
to the Memorial Gardens of the

Jefferson UCC Cemetery. They
will follow Scott Cameron, the
bagpiper, as he plays, “Amazing
Grace.” Members, friends and vis-
itors are invited to follow the pro-
cession.

A time of fellowship, prepared
by the members of the church’s
Adult Fellowship, will follow the
service. Tours of all the fire and
rescue vehicles will be available.

Free blood pressure checks for
anyone who desires one will be
given by the EMT's of the Jeffer-
son Volunteer Fire Company.

For more information or direc-
tions, call Jefferson UCC at 301-
473-8262.
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Former: Chiefs talk of personnel needs

!
(Continued fron A‘@

After the suspension, Ms.
McGuire, who also works as a
paid emergency medical techni-
cian at Thurmont Ambulance
Co., said she could not go back.

“This was a difficult decision
for me, but I couldn’t return to
that organization after the way

1they treated me,” she said. “I am
‘tteeply hurt and insulted for the
‘things that have been said about
‘me and the way the whole situa-
tion was handled.”

She said the problem was
based, in part, on her desire to
improve the relationship among
Thurmont Ambulance Co., Vigi-
lant Hose Co. and Emmitsburg
"Ambulance Co.

1“These improved relation-
ships created quite a problem
with a lot of the members of the
_ambulance company,” she said.
. Bhe said Commissioner Mike
L Cady called to express his
« ‘respect and suppo&t _for her and

her decision after he received
her letter.

“What (Ms. McGuire) was fac-
ing was exactly what I was fac-
ing in 1998 until 2001,” Ms. Mess-
ner said.

She said each year volunteers
fought to improve their compa-
ny's response rate. Each year
when they looked at the statis-
tics, she said, members rallied
and said they wanted to remain
an all-volunteer organization.

“Then, they would sign up for
duty and not show up,’ Ms.
Messner said.

Pretty soon, there were six
EMTs running calls, double the

number actively responding to .

calls as of August 2004.

Ms. Messner said current com-
pany leaders have not contacted
her for help, but she has made
herself available as a resource.

“This is just what I went
through,” she said. “In July 2001,
response times just got very bad
very quickly and [ had already

G

Al

fought it for three years and I was
six months pregnant, and I quit. I
just ran out of energy to fight it.”

She said members essentially
fought the same problem for 10
years, dodging failing response
times and losing members.

During her tenure, in June
2001, members took a vote of no
confidence against the presi-
dent. The same month, the vice
president, assistant treasurer
and assistant secretary resigned.

Ms.  McGuire recently
enrolled in a firefighter training
class at the Frederick County
Public Safety Training Center
and will graduate in December.

“That will allow me to partic-
ipate more in what the fire com-
pany does,” she said.

Until then, she is busy provid-
ing support for the career staff,
who are running first due ambu-
lance calls from Vigilant Hose
Co. The ambulance company vol-
unteers now run second due
calls. if needed.
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City Fire Department honors members' heroism

Dozens are recognized at event attended by 1,000

By Richard Irwin
Sun Staff

September 27, 2004

The deadly water taxi accident in March was among the emergencies remembered yesterday as the
Baltimore City Fire Department recognized dozens of its members for heroism and outstanding service.

More than 1,000 people attended the city's 12th Firefighter/Paramedic Appreciation and Awards Day
program in a banquet hall at the Marriott Waterfront Hotel - this one held on the eve of the local
premiere of a movie fictionally depicting the lives and work of Baltimore firefighters.

Also highlighted was the Lakeview Towers high-rise apartment building fire near Druid Hill Park on
Jan. 16 last year, which saw the rescue of several residents, many of them elderly, from smoke-filled
floors and apartments.

The program was preceded by a video on the water taxi accident, in which five people died and 20 were
rescued after the craft overturned off Fort McHenry during a sudden squall. Much of the video was
recorded by the Fire Department during the 10-day effort to recover the dead, including a 6-year-old
boy, under hazardous conditions.

Fire Chief William J. Goodwin Jr. - in his remarks praising all of the day's honorees - recalled in
particular standing at dockside as a firefighter involved in the search said, "I just want to bring that little
boy up and wrap him in a blanket."

Receiving the department's Heroic Service Award medal for rescue and recovery efforts in that incident
- at risk to their own lives - were Lt. Kenneth B. Hyde, coordinator of the hazardous materials task force
pump operator Samuel Burrell Jr. of Engine No. 29, emergency boat operator Robert Sebeck of Fireboat
No. 1 and now-retired firefighter Bernard D. Muller.

3

More than 60 firefighters of all ranks were honored for their efforts in 18 dwelling fires, water rescues,
vehicular rescues, assisting police in capturing suspects, investigating the causes of fires and rendering
medical aid since the start of last year. Others were honored for community service.

Distinguished service awards went to Battalion Chiefs Frederick C. Ruff IV and Patrick J. Walsh, both
of the Communications Division, for their part in coordinating manpower needs when rains from
Tropical Storm Isabel a year ago flooded the police headquarters building basement and threatened to
knock out power to police communications and the 911 system

"For 29 years as a member of the Fire Department, I've watched the men and women of this department

httn: /v haltimareann cam/mews/lacal/hal-md medals?7sen?7 1 3453005 nrint storv?co 92712004
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perform heroic deeds," Goodwin said after a similar comment by Mayor Martin O'Malley.
The fictional depiction of Baltimore's firefighters - the motion picture Ladder 49 - will have its local
premiere with a $200-a-ticket screening and reception at 8 tonight at The Senator Theatre, in a fund-

raiser for the Baltimore City Fire Foundation.

Copyright © 2004, The Baltimore Sun

http:ffwww.baltimoresun.comlnewsflocalfbal-md.medals2'}'sep2?,1,3453005,print.story?co... 9/27/2004
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Cowan named director
oG ¢

o \
GEORGETOWN — Dr. Paul T. Cowan Jr.
was recently named by the Delaware
Department of Health and Social
Services as the Sussex County EMS
associate medical director.

In this new position, Cowan will assist
Sussex County EMS Medical Director Dr.
Kevin Bristowe in providing medical
oversight and direction for the county’s
paramedic service.

As an emergency physician and
former paramedic, Cowan brings an
interesting perspective to Sussex County
EMS. Prior to attending medical school,
Cowan was a Kent County paramedic
and served on the state paramedic
advisory committee. During his
residency at Christiana Care Health
System in Stanton, Del., Cowan served as
chief resident and was named Resident
of the Year in 2002.

He graduated from medical school at
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Philadelphia. Cowan
completed his post-baccalaureate pre-
med curriculum at Delaware State
University in Dover and has a bachelor’s
degree from East Stroudsburg University
in East Stroudsburg, Pa.

At this year's annual EMS week
award’s banquet, Cowan was named
EMS Physician of the Year for 2003. He is
currently president elect of the Delaware
chapter of the American College of
Emergency Physicians, and has
previously served as treasurer and
secretary,

Cowan's wife, Cheryl, is a nurse
anesthetist for Delaware Anesthesia at
Beebe Medical Center, A native of
Smyrna, he and his wife live in Lewes.
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Real heroes, Hollywood style

Movie: The premiere
of ‘Ladder 49’ is an oc-
casion for civic pride
and to celebrate fire-
fighters’ courage.

By CHRIS KALTENBACH AND
MAaRY CAROLE McCAULEY
BUNBTAFF

The most realistic parts of
Ladder 49, the new film shot
in Baltimore and starring
John Travolta and Joaquin
Phoenix, are the things that
movie-goers will never see
on-screen.

They won't see Baltimore
Fire Lt. Mark Yant standing
Just inside the door of a
burning home, ready to

spring into action if the film’s

deliberately set fires began to

rage out of control and an ELIZABETH MALBY : SUN STAFF
actor became trapped. The premiere of “Ladder 49,” filmed in Baltimore, draws its

They [See Iadder, 74] stars and the crowds to *he Senator Theatre.

The Sun 9 /250y
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won't see the cameras wrapped
in fire-retardant material, and
the crew — camera operators,
galfers and sound supervisors —
sulted up In firefighters’ gear.

They won't see Travolta,
Phoenix, and the actors who
portrayed f(lrefighters golng
through strenuous training at
Baltimore's fire academy and,
later, riding along with the city's
engine companies.

“They were on the flre trucks
with us every day" firefighter
Don Coster sald before last
night's benefit screening of the
new film at the Senator Theatre,

Ladder 49, the story of a fire-
fighter trapped in a burning
butlding and the efforts to save
him, opens natlonwide Friday.

Director Jay Russell has sald
Ladder 49 Is the first major fea-
ture fllm since Sept. 11, 2001, to
explore firefighters' dally llves,
and those who have attended
advance screenings pralse its fl-
delity to both the tone of life in
the firehouse and the reallstic
portrayal of the techniques and
challenges of battling blazes. As
such, It Is a rare look at the men
and women who have become
American heroes since the ter-
rorist attacks on the World
Trade Center three years ago.

Baltimore had a rare role In

. shaping that look, and so such
*«* local luminaries as Gov. Robert
»*, L. Ehrlich Jr., Mayor Martin
«3» O'Malley and Baltimore Fire
. Chief Willlam J. Goodwin Jr.
+*. Jolned Travoita, Phoenix and
«7. hundreds of others for last
- night's $200-a-plate sereening
,~. and preflim party, held in the
4+ Belvedere Square parking lot.

v g About B0O tickets were sold
s, for the event, which raised
$175,000 for the Baltlmore City

5

..“n Fire Foundatlon, according to
+*+ Allled Advertlsing, the firm han-
-+ dling publieity for the film.
«* Two shiny red fire engines
, Were parked on York Road out-
#%» side the Senator Theatre, their
ladders extended so that they
met In the middle and formed
an upside-down “V" From that
makeshift scaffolding hung an
Immense movie poster. Dozens
of onlookers fllled the sidewalks
behind police barricades, and
diners in a York Road Chinese
«*« restaurant pressed their faces to

.x\\\\\\;\'}i‘f\f

Yant sald that one particu-
larly daring rescue in the flim is
based on real life. In the early
1960s, a high-rise in Times
Square caught fire. The New
York fire department lowered a
frefighter down a rope outside
the bullding to where the
trapped victim walted by the
window. The victim jumped into
the flrefighter's arms, and the
pair was lowered to safety. The

(4

Coster, he was just another guy
keeping the flrehouse running.
Not only did Phoenix make it

through the academy training,
but he also spent six weeks on
the Job, riding to fires, pulling
hoses, living the life.

“He cleaned tables, he cleaned
tollets, he did the same things
we dld everyday,” said Little, an
emergency vehicle driver with
the department's Truck No. 10.

In the movie, Phoenix, the
rookie, Is the butt of good-na-
tured hazing. That's also true to

life, says Baitimore County fire-
fighter Joe Carter, who after two
years in his Owings Mills statlon
is still low guy on the totem pole.

“I slept with a frog” he re-
called cheerfully earller in the
day. “And I have the pletures to
prove it. 1 kept hearing this
‘ribit’ all night, and I didn't
know where It was coming from.
The next day I found it, allve
and unharmed, duct-taped In-
slde my pillow-case”

If Baltimore's firefighters
learned to respect the film's
stars, it worked both ways. Rus-
sell, Travolta and Phoenlx were
among the 1,000 people attend-
Ing the 12th Firefighter/Para-

The Sun : Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2004: Page 7a

medic Appreciation and Awards
Day program Sunday at the
Marriott Hotel.

“These are all the guys who
helped us make it so real” Tra-
volta sald of that ceremony ves-
terday. "You looked out there,
and every other face was one of
the guys who helped train one of
the actors”

Baltimore County firefighter
Mike Fold agrees He and his
sister, Ellzabeth, have cameos In
Ladder 49,

“It takes a certailn brand of
person to do this job.” he sald
“You talk about courage, and
you talk about sacrifice .
they're our true heroes ™
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the glass window to get &

- glimpse of the stars.

The party tent was draped in
red and lit by red strobe lights.

, Guests sipped champagne and

sampled caviar and star-shaped
chocolate cookies. The Police
Emerald Society of Baltimore
Pipe Band, which has a cameo
in the fiim, played bagpipes out-
side the Senator dressed in kilts.

Even political rivals O'Malley
and Ehrlich Jr. made nice, smil-
ing and waving at each other as
the traditional sidewalk block
decorated for the premiere was
unveiled.

“I want to thank director Jay
Russell for fllming this great
film in the greatest city in Amer-
ica,” O'Malley said to the crowd.

Ehrlich, his wife Kendel along-
side him (she actually spent a
day on the set, he noted with
pride, but wasn't on film), spoke
glowingly of the effect movies
filmed and set in Baltimore,
have on civic pride.

“It's hard to measure, but it

-, definitely counts,” said Ehrlich.

(%

“It's very important to our im-
age, so that people may see this
movie and say, ‘Hey, Maryland
might be a nice place to go’ "
Ladder 49 could just as easily
have been made elsewhere. New
York, and Philadelphia also were
competing for the movie, and
filming costs in Toronto are par-
ticularly low. But Baltimore of-
fered unprecedented firehouse
access to the cast and crew. “We

" told them that as long as they

portrayed the city and the de-

partment fairly, we would coop-
erate in any way we could,”

:" Goodwin said.

In addition, Baltimore is

| among the 10 busiest fire de-
* partments in the nation, Good-
, win said, with more than 100,000
' responses a year to reports of

fires, hazardous materials and

. medical emergencies “It was ap-
" pealing to us because this gave
‘us a chance to talk to people

about what we do,” he said.
About 300 of the department's
1,700 firefighters and personnel

_ participated in some way in

Ladder 49's production, accord-
ing to Yant, the film's technical
adviser, though he emphasized
that the filming never resulted

In empty fire stations.

“The safety of Baltimore resi-
dents never was compromised,”
he said. “We juggled shifts so the
city never was without protec-
tion. And Disney, which released
the film, picked up the entire
tab for the overtime. This didn’t
cost taxpayers one penny.”
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Medical, emergency services
awarded funds for equipment

Wendy Garner
Times-Record

DENTON - Seven Medtronic
LIFEPAK 12 heart monitors
will soon be distributed
throughout Caroline County’s
Emergency Medical Services
operations.

The new monitors are being
paid for in part with grant
funds received through the
Maryland  Institute  for
Emergency Medical Services
Systemd (MIEMSS). “There
are five regions which receive
state funds and a panel
decides how to divwvy up the
allotment by need,” shared
Kevin Gillespie, Director of
the Caroline County
Department of Emergency
Medical Services. “As part of
Region 4, we submitted a
grant to upgrade all of our
heart monitors. We were
awarded a 50/50 match

receiving 336,470 trom Uk
siate and the county agreed 10
cover the match. Our budget
paid for an additional S17.000
for incidentals which ran out-
side the scope of the grant
like blood pressure cuffs and
pediatric capable pads.”

Speaking  before  the
Caroline County
Commissioners  Sept. 14,

Gillespie shared the benefits
of this new equipment which
will offer improved capabili-
ties for immediate patient
care, give medical personnel
an extra hand with blood
pressure and other patient
monitoring, allow compatibili-
ty with existing equipment
and offer long term reliability
of the equipment.

“We were planning to
upgrade the current equip-
ment which is five to 18 years
old.” said Gillespie.
“Medtronics came to us and
offered to provide us with
state-of-the-art 2quipiient on
a trial basis. | was able to
learn a lot through this
process; there was more
involved in the testing but the
county will come out well
ahead. We are able to pur-
chase the equipment for less
than the expected upgrade
would cost. Yearly mainte-
nance fees alone would have
run around 38,500 for the first
year with the upgrade.”

These new compact moni-
tors will not only register
blood pressure and heart rate
but will also measure pulse
oximetry, the amount of oxy-
gen the hody i< 1aking in, and
capnography, 1he amount of
carbon dioxide the body is

expiring. This helps the
Emergency Medical
Technician determine  how

eificiently a patient's body is
breathing or ventilating, how
well the hody s exchangimg
dat it 1s receiving.

eing  able

reading in the back o1 a mov-
g rescue unit,” shared
Gillespie. “It also impacts
other procedures when you
have to stop frequently for
updated readings. This moni-
tor is like having an extra per-
son assisting the EMT."

The equipment has been
ordered and is due in by mid-
October. Users have already
received training so once all
the units have been received,
they will become operational
immediately.

MIEMSS received another
federal grant for 31 million of
which Region 4 received
$165.000. This grant is related
to bioterrorism. Five of 12
proposals were selected and
Caroline County's grant was
prioritized as number one.
436,000 was awarded to allow
one mass casualty trailer to
be divided into two trailers.
Out of each trailer, 15 immo-
bile patients can be back-
boarded for emergency care
and about 100 walking
patients with cuts, scrapes
and fractures can be handled.
Once ready. one trailer will be
housed at Goldsboro
Volunteer Fire Company and
the other at the Preston
Volunteer Fire Company.
These units should be fully
operational by the first of next
year.

Bryan Ebling, director of
Caroline Countv Emergency
Management Agency.,
requested from the County
Commissioners public meet-
ing on Sept. 21 approval for a
heavy duty 2004 Chevrolet
Tahoe which will be used to
tow the trailers for emer-
gency response and Hazmat
operations as needed. This is
a government-style, no frills
added. 4 wheel drive with
cargo hatch command sup-
port vehicle. The vehicle and
incidentals. including hitch
and radio. at a cost of 335.000.
will be paid for through a
Homeland  security  state
grant
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Underlymgg%glem not solved

ted a lot of comment in local
one to wonder what kind of obfuscation is going
on. Some problems with these pi were
pointed out in Kenneth D. Fisher’s letter (“What
took so long to act on security czar?” Sept. 15).
There are many other problems.

The Gazette recently noted that Sandy

Spring Fire Department responded to 41

cal emergencies in one recent week.
There are 33 Montgomery County fire sta-
tions listed in the telephone book. The ambu-
lance eise to be $350.

33 x 41 x 52 (weeks in year) x $350 =
$24,624,600. Not the expected $2 million to
$6 million claimed by county officials.

At least two fire stations are prohibited by
charter from charging for services. Unless the

is equitable across the county, it
should not even be considered.

Insurance ians would not be asked on
9-1-1 calls, the fire administrator said. Hospitals
can’t give out patient information. So who will
be responsible for getting that information?.

The fee could be waived if family income
falls below ... etc. Who will process claims for re-
duced or free service? How many people would
be responsible for administering the program?

County government has to accept that the

p function of governments is providing
and health, which includes services for
the poor and disabled. Residents already pay
for these services through various taxes and
fees. other than safety and health
should be paid for by the users of those pro-
grams. Examples: dog parks and skate parks,
which cater to special interests. First things first
is a laudable standard by which to abide.
The newspapers seem to imply that emer-
services will be rolled into a new Mont-

gomery Homeland Security ent. That
won't solve the underlying problem.
It is a shame that county residents have not

been able, over the last 40 years, to elect politi-
dans who can devise a policy to solve the volun-
teer-fire rescue service problems. Tnstead, resi-
dents pay more and more to get less and less.
Here’s one idea: Entice the volunteers to dis-
solve their 501c charters and donate the stations
and equi t to the county. The county could
provide jobs for the volunteers. The county
could pay a fair price for the property in the
form of neighborhood development. The county
could simply ask the volunteers what they want
and then negotiate. It is long past time to solve
this problem. It will not be solved in expensive,
incremental steps. Forty years is proof of that.

Helen Dodson, Oiney
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Buddy Ey of North Potomac i+
a Montgomery County Fire and
Rescue Service (MCFRS) assistant
chief and no stranger to crisis situ-
ations.

But from Sept. 2-20, he's
worked in the state of Florida and
surrounding locales as part of a
sgecial response team dealing with

e destruction wrought by Hurri-
canes Frances and Ivan.

As the task force leader of a
search and rescue team organized
by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), he
helped organize search and rescue
efforts after Hurricane Frances,
which hit Florida on Sept. 5. Fortu-
nately, little structural damage oc-
curred, so there was no need the
team’s expertise in rescuing
trapped victims.

Hurricane Ivan, which hit on
Sept. 16, was another matter en-
tirely. The destruction was so
widespread that United States
Coast Guard and Army aircraft
and boat support were called in to
support the efforts of state and
federal rescue teams. For three
weeks, more than 6,000 properties
were searched for victims, includ-
ing many destroyed or submerged
buildings.

Ey 1s now back home and back
at work at the Montgomery Coun-
tv Fire and Rescue Services head-
quarters m Rockwville
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Sheriff’s office receives don

S 72
When someone suffers sudden car-
diac arrest, every second counts. Vic-

tims of the condition need help quickly -

and, ofteh times, an elertric shock from
an automated externaldefibrillator
means the difference between life and
death.

Now, thanks to donations from the
Greater Waldorf Jaycees and Bill and
Elaine Wedding of Indian Head, the
Charles County Sheriff’s Office is
equipped with these life-saving devices.

Officers respond not only to crime-
related incidents, but to'medical emer-
gencies as well and are pfien the first
rescuers on the scene. But until recent-
ly, when someone was suffering sudden
cardiac arrest, all officers could do was
administer cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion to the victim and wait for Emer-
gency Medical Services rescuers to ar-
rive. Each minute that passed without
administering a shock with a defibrilla-
tor reduced the victim’s chances of sur-
vival by 7 to 10 percent, according to
the American Heart Association.

In February 2003, Bill Wedding and
his wife, Elaine, donated $2,000 to the
sheriff s office to purchase an AED. The
Weddings each have more than 20
years of community service in Charles
County; Bill is the president of the
Charles County EMS Association, and
Elaine is the advanced life support
training coordinator for EMS.

In 2004, Dick Gregory, president of
the Waldorf Jaycees Foundation, and
Kevin Wedding, president of the Wal-
dorf Jaycees chapter, presented Sheriff
Frederick E. Dawis with $22,000 on be-
half of the Jaycees for another 11 AEDs,
which cost $1,995 each, The Jaycees
have also allocated funds to provide the
sheriff's office with 10 more AEDs next
vear

"AEDs are proven to save lives when
the shock is administered 1o a vietim of
sudden cardiac arrest within the first
five to seven minutes of the onset of the
emergencv. When our officers are first
on the scene, we want them to have
these devices so the victim can get
treated as soon as possible,” Davis said.
“We've wanted to purchase AEDs for a
couple of vears now, but it’s not until

s i

Charles County Sheriff Frederick E. Davis, center, stands with two automatic exter-
nal defibrillators and, from left to right, La Plata officer Mark Powers, La Plata po-
lice Sqt. Wayne Wathen, EMS Association President Bill Wedding and Kevin Wed-
ding and Dick Gregory of the Waldorf Jaycees. The men have played integral roles
in the sheriff's AED program. Not pictured i Dr. Lee Goodman.

the gracious donations from the Wal-
dorf Jaycees and Bill and Elaine Wed-
ding that it became possible. These
people have truly made a difference in
their community and because of them,
our officers will be equipped to save the
lives of victims who need the shock
from an AED to survive."

On May 19, the sheriff's office re-
ceived certification through the Mary-
land Institute of Emergency Medical
Services Svstems 1o establish its AED
program

In 1999, a law went into effect that
permits a business, organization, asso-
ciation or other facility certified by
MIEMSS to set up an AED program so if
someone suffers sudden cardiac arrest
on the facility’s premises, appropriately
trained nonmedical personnel can ad-
minister the device to the victim before
EMS personnel arrive, which greatly in-
creases a victim's chance of survival.
Each certified AED program, according

to MIEMSS requirements, must have a
sponsoring physician. Dr. Lee Good-
man, medical director for the emer-
gency room at Civista Medical Center in
La Plata, is the sponsor for the Charles
County program.

“I'want to thank Dr. Goodman for
sponsoring us,” Davis said. “We've
worked well over the vears with Dr.
Goodman and the staff at Civista Med-
ical Center, and this is another great op-
portunity for us to enhance public
health and safety in our community to-
gether.

After an officer uses an AED to help a
victim, the officer will follow the victim
te Civista Medical Center. \ download-
Ing station 1s set up at the hospital so,
once the AED is used, the system will
capture the data and print out a record.

Lach sheriff's officer has received
training to use the AEDs; however, the
devices are refarively simple to use. The
devices are voice-prompted and will

CHARLES COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

ation of 11 defibrillators

not allow the officer to shock a persor
who does not need to be shocked. Th
AED will analyze the victim and deter
mine whether a shock should be ad-
ministered. If it does, the officer will
shout the familiar “Clear” warning to
ensure no one is touching the victim
and then administer the shock in an ;
tempt to restore the victim's heart
rhythm.

The AED will deliver three shocks i
the victim continues to be unrespon-
sive. After the third shock, the AED wi
prompt the officer to check the victin
pulse and, if no pulse is detected, the
officer will administer CPR for one
minute. The AED will advise the office
once the minute has passed, and the
officer will then reassess and analyze
the victim and repeat the process.

Unless the AED advises “No Shock
it will deliver up to nine shocks — thr.
ata time followed by a minute of CPR
— and any treatment following the
nine shocks is at the discretion of EM:
personnel.

Because of their ease of use and th
life-saving value, AEDs are seen more
and more at locations other than hosy
tals and advanced life support units.
Some malls, neighborhood associatio
and other organizations have acquirec
AEDs, including the Waldorf Jaycees,
which will keep one of the AEDs at its
community center in Waldorf.

Sgt. Wayne Wathen and Officer Ma)
Powers, La Plata police officers who a1
certified by the American Red Cross a:
AED trainers, will train Jaycees person
nel on how to use the devices.

The La Plata Police Department es-
tablished an AED program several vea
ago and uses the same model AED the
sheriff's office has purchased, the
Lifepak 500 AED. The remaining 11
AEDs will ensure each part of Charles
County is patrolled at all times by an ¢
ficer equipped with an AED. Four of t
AEDs will be used in parrols in the Wa
dorf district, three in the La Plata dis-
trict and two in the Indian Head dis-
trict. On-duty officers will be responsi-
ble for carrying AEDs to ensure the de
vices are available throughout the
county.
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Ambuﬂince

company’s
morale on rise

By Erin CUNNINGHAM

News-Post Staff
~cuppinghiam « fredencinewspost 0

EMMITSBURG — Less than
24 hours after Emmitsburg
Ambulance Co. elected a new
chief and deputy chief, volun-
teers were dispatched to an
emergency call.

Emergency medical techni-
cians arrived at the Sleep Inn on
Monday morning and performed
CPR on a man who was suffer-
ing from a heart attack.

“This is why we do what we

do," said Chief Richard Sharer
Jr.. who was elected Sunday
night.
The Monday morning call
was the first since he took office.
EMT John Compton was elected
deputy chief the same night.

The new chief said he hopes
this call sparks a trend of good
performance and service by the
ambulance company. The volun-
teers now run second-due calls
while career ambulance person-
nel are stationed in Vigilant
Hose Co. The county pays to pro-
vide personnel 24 hours a day,
seven days a week because of
the ambulance company's histo-
ry of poor response rates.

Sunday night, before he was
elected, Chiel sharer arrived
with seven pages. a “plan of
action outlining his hopes for
the company’s future.”

One part of the new plan
would require all officers and
members to commit to a three-
or four-hour shift, one of which
would be on a weekend.

The chief said he wants “all
the slots filled on the duty ros-
ters to get the ambulances out
the door the way they are sup-
posed to be.”

Chief Sharer said he hopes
members will report to the sta-
tion during most hours, so
career staff will be needed only
12 hours a day, seven davs a
week.

“My hope s that we don’t
have to go with the 24 nours 4
day. seven days a week) shaft f
we have to get career penple he
said

A decision apout Whe
‘reate g fire ¥

e

T8

“This is why we do
what we do.”

Chief Richard Sharer Jr.
Emmitsburg Ambulance Chief

said. “And these are the times
when we need the most help.”

The “chief said he hopes to
create an incentive program to
ensure volunteers show up for
the times they sign up for.

“If vyou have officers that
preach it but can't do it, then
you aren't going to have the
membership follow you" he

said.

Both Chief Sharer and
Deputy Chief Compton said
they hope to improve the rela-
tionship the ambulance compa-
ny has with surrounding fire

companies.

“There has always been ani-
mosity between neighboring
companies,” Chief Sharer said.
“We are here for a common goal.
We are all here for the good of
the community.”

He said people seem happier

with the direction the companv
is taking.
Deputy Chief Compton said
Chief Sharer “has a lot of great
ideas that will push this compa-
ny foreword.”

Two new volunteers, who
were voted into the company
Sunday, walked into the station
excited and smiling.

“That was good to see/
Deputy Chief Compton said. "It
was seeing their expressions
and the looks on their faces.
They were excited to be a mem-
ber of the company.”

He said the station 15 no
longer empty for long stretches
dav and night. There are peaple
cooking dinner, talking about
the latest news and going over
drills.

Chief Sharer said he has
been with the ambulance com-
panv stnce 1996, but has been
involved in the fire service since
1953 He is a tramed EMT and
fighter. and has been cert
\n hazardous materiais. He
was deputy chief for a number
3l Vears.

Deputy Chef Compton is an
EMT, firefighter, rescue techni-
lan and a S\\'if‘-“‘ii(e!’ rescue
rechnician, He has been trained
n hasic trauma life support.
wandling hazardous-materials

encies and administering
vs he will soon sign
1 emergency medical
imewdent  command

= uls

was assistant chief
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Good Samaritansy
Sir: LS By

My 18-month-old daughter and I wish to thank the good
Samaritans and the Bowie Fire Department’s EMTs who
helped us through an emergency Saturday, Sept. 25.

As I was driving on Belair Drive, I was horrified as I
looked in my rearview mirror to see my baby having a
seizure in her car seat. I pulled over, got her out of the truck
and I began screaming for help. Time was standing still for
me as my only child was helpless in my arms. Instantly, two
Belair Drive residents were by my side, calling 911 and
reassuring us. A few people pulled over and stood by to offer
their help. One man in particular, who I will never forget,
told me that he was an EMT in training and a lifeguard. He
knew exactly what to do. As I prayed out loud, he stroked
my daughter’s head and talked to her until she came out of
the seizure. He called my husband as well as my parents on
his cell phone

The 911 response was excellent and the EMTs were
wonderful. I wish I could thank these good citizens in
person. My family truly appreciates your kindness.

CHRISTINA BAYES
Bowie
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Training Key to Defibrillator
Success
By DANIEL YEE

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (AP) - Because « 6 Figure
defibrillators are more affordable than ever, « NFL Tick

1 Baby Names they are quickly becoming commonplace in « Death Re

2 Hair Loss ne pyrewses e SChoOIS, businesses and other public places

3 Homeowners 4 " e sweees » SUCh as airports. But ordinary people, even * Horoscoy
Insurance S TSSTUNZNN with training, often can't use the devices » Sacial Se

4 Thigh Trainer s vmm s under the pressure of an emergency. Number:

5 Mosqguito Repellent

VRS FERR0eS SRR ““It's not the box on the wall that saves a life - Special 0

ty $ha e iiaioe

someone has to be trained to know what to do in an emergency and how to use it. Show me |
Top News Stories That's what saves a life," said Robin McCune of the American Heart Association. Free Stufl
5 . Go
Gategory & Huosficand A year ago, when rising prep football star Ryan Boslet suddenly went into cardiac
Targets Cuba, Florida arrest during a workout in his school gym, a portable defibrillator was only the length
S8, Biasls Osama's Mens of a basketball court away in the athletic director's office. ‘.\ Findin
16 Dead But it was never used. SRR LG
« Video: Kidnapped Man oW
R o A school staff member couldn't figure out how to operate it. Coaches called 911, fhnel g
e then administered CPR to the 6-foot-4, 270-pound defensive tackle. The 17-year-old ~ * ©&!/ e
« Baby Bornin Interstate  teen died later that day. » Unlisted
Panic Lane : - " . « Email A
Chattahoochee High School had only recently obtained its defibrillator and the model » People |
- World's Largest Volcano it got was different from the one on which school officials had trained. “Crimifal
May Erupt ) '
. When Boslet's heart attack occurred on Feb. 20, 2003, the trained staffer couldn't i"‘f’ D{*E
* Va. Intercepts Booby- find the device's pads, which were tucked under a flap inside the box. The adhesive reesto
Trapped Letter electrode pads, placed on the chest, are needed to deliver the electrical shock that * Special
can restore heart rhythm. School officials thought the device was not operable and
News Search no one else tried to get it to work. - Cool C
oy
Go  Health officials estimate 200,000 to 300,000 portable defibrillators exist in the United - Print/Sh
States, although the exact number is not known. - Free So
< Photos Stories « Teaath 1A
With the help of visual and verbal instructions, six people unfamiliar with the devices Teeth _”
Most Popular Photos used them to revive heart attack victims at Chicago's airports - including the busy *Bumper
* Paris Hilton O'Hare International Airport - in 2002, according to a New England Journal of * Online L
+ Maria Sharapova Medicine study. * Erase |
* Mike Tyson - . - * Hangov:
S BRirey Shiaars Such success is not always the case. Experts say even trained operators can falter if . Fall Fas
Y SP they don't regularly train on defibrillators. Merely having the $2,000 devices is not o
+ Athens Olympics enough.
L « Starts
CINA] Health News “The device is very simple, but the situation is not very common," said Mary Fran I
« Complications halt Hazinski of the heart association. *When you find yourself in the midst of an « Fall Fas
separation surgery emergency situation, it's easy to get flustered." + Shop by
sHome T

» Defibrillators multiply Over the past 20 years, defibrillators have evolved to automatically detect the heart's

httn*//enn netecane enn com/news/storv isn?flok=FF-APO-1500&1da=/ff/storv/0001%2F2... 9/13/2004
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rhythm and decide whether it needs a shock. But people need to be familiar enough » Back to
with the devices through training - and retraining - to use them quickly enough to
provide a heart attack victim the best chance of survival, Hazinski said.

In one report in a medical journal, volunteers had trouble opening the device's
packaging and failed to properly place the pads that deliver the shock. Better
instructions on some models may help more people use them, according to an
article in the July issue of the journal Prehospital Emergency Care.

Another study published last year indicated defibrillators were used only slightly
more than a third of the time by rescuers in places where the devices were nearby.
About four out of five non-health workers couldn't use them properly when training
on mannequins, according to the December issue of the Journal of Dental
Education.

That's why groups such as the heart association and hospitals like Children's
Healthcare of Atlanta are working to train more people about the warning signs of
cardiac arrest, how to administer CPR and use the defibrillator.

A defibrillator certification program involves a four-hour course and needs to be
renewed every two years. The heart association also recommends refresher training
every 60 to 90 days.

In addition, a school or company always should have a plan to handle medical
emergencies - that includes use of the defibrillator - and all staff, students or
employees should be regularly trained, Hazinski said.

“If they practice, everyone is able to respond and that will give the victim the best
outcome," she said. *'It has to be a coordinated and practiced response plan - it
does nobody any good if someone donates an (a defibrillator) to a school and it's
locked in a cabinet."

Patients who receive CPR and a defibrillator shock within three minutes of going into
cardiac arrest survive 74 percent of the time. Just two minutes longer and the
survival odds drop to 40 percent, previous studies have shown. Nationally, those
who go into sudden cardiac arrest only have a 5 percent survival rate.

Students dying of cardiac arrest is rare - about 12 to 15 of the nation's 5 million high
school athletes, according to the National Center for Catastrophic Sport Injury
Research.

Since Ryan's death, his high school has bought three more defibrillators and trained
more than a third of the school's 140 staff members.

**Are we more prepared probably than any school in the country? We probably are,”
said principal Tim Duncan.

Although Chris Boslet, Ryan's father, harbors no ill feelings toward the school, he
still wonders if Ryan could have been saved with the device.

"“In my opinion, it would have removed that one element of doubt we still live with,"
he said. “"We just don't know if a defibrillator used in the right amount of time would
have saved him, and | guess we'll never know that.”

On The Net:

American Heart Association: http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?
identifier=3011859

Federal defibrillator info:
http://www.foh.dhhs.gov/Public/WhatWeDo/AED/FOHFAQ.ASP

American Red Cross info: http://www.redcross.org/services/hss/courses/aed.html
09/13/04 10:19

© Copyright The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained In this
news report may not be published, broadcast or otherwise distributed without the prior
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EMS HOME Studies Show Layperson Use of AEDs Increases Rate of Survival to
Hospital Discharge

FFR HOME
Recent studies published in the New England Journal of Medicine
% show that training and equipping laypersons to use automatic external
——===="debrillators on cardiac arrest victims in public locations increases rate of The Show Fre
CQRRQR_ATESUMVE’I to hospital discharge. ' _ .
NEWS Researchers conducted a prospective, community-based, multicenter EMS EX
- clinical trial in which they randomly assigned community units, such as it
shopping malls and apartment complexes, to a structured and monitored Meeti
emergency response system involving lay volunteers trained in CPR S
alone or in CPR and AED use. More than 19,000 volunteer responders Atla

from 993 community units participated in the trial. Patients were similarin ~ ©ctober:
age, proportion of men, rate of cardiac arrest in a public location and rate

of witnessed arrest. No inappropriate shocks were delivered. There were BOOK °F<
more survivors to hospital discharge in units assigned to have volunteers &\\a"s
trained in CPR and AED use (30 survivors of 128 arrests) than in units &N

assigned to have volunteers trained only in CPR (15 survivors among 107
arrests). From this, researchers concluded that trained laypersons can
safely and effectively use AEDs on victims of cardiac arrest. _
A related article reported that bystanders performing CPR and using "7‘1;&
an AED save as many cardiac arrest victims as highly trained EMS
providers. The chances of surviving a cardiac arrest nearly quadruple if

fast-acting laypeople perform CPR instead of waiting for EMS, says the fﬁ; :
article, and more than triple if a shock from a defibrillator is delivered s
within eight minutes. Experts concluded that these findings could lead to ¥
significant changes in the way EMS systems across the country allocate Tol
resources. 800/2
EMS Magazine will follow up with a more extensive report on these b
studies in the November issue. The original articles can be found in the Gener.
New England Journal of Medicine, Volume 351, #7, August 12, 2004. SRS
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